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Importance of Providing Listeners and Readers
for College Learners of English
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Summary

Communicative approach has been emphasized in the teaching and learning of English in Japan but the result
has not been too successful. In this presentation, the authors will describe a classroom implementation for the
first-year students of the undergraduate School of Law of Waseda University, in which students engage in
various autonomous group activities using English including what we call “oral response practice.” In this
exercise, students are organized into groups of three, and one will read aloud twice a question printed on a piece
of paper, another will answer the question for 45 seconds and the third will keep time and shoot the interaction
with a digital camcorder. The students will take turns, and after 10 questions are read and answered, the
students will be given half an hour to write a 400-word essay based on the oral interaction. They will revise the
essay by next week and bring six printed copies. One copy is submitted to the teacher along with the file but
the remaining five copies are exchanged within groups of six students, and the students will read each others’
essays and comment on them. The organization and seating of the students will change every week. In this

class activity design, the most important feature is that students will become aware of the listeners and readers.
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