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FOREWORD

PACLIC (Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and Computation) was

originally initiated by Professor Ikeya, when he talked to Korean scholars like

Professors Kiyong Lee, Ik-Hwan Lee and me on the occasion of the first SICOL

(Seoul International Conference on Linguistics) in 1981 about possible formal

linguistic exchanges between Korea and Japan. Accordingly, its first meeting was

held at Ewha Womans University in January 1982 in Seoul and the second one at

Kyoto University in 1983 with computational linguist Professor Key-Sun Choi’s

participation. Professor Suk-Jin Chang was a constantly supporting member of the

first standing committee. Subsequently, there were several bi-national exchanges

and then it crossed the J-K boundaries and went to Taiwan, where Professor

Chu-Ren Huang was the organizer. At the 1994 conference in Kyoto, there was a

long discussion on the direction of future conferences and Professor Benjamin

T'sou strongly suggested that a wide Pacific Asia region be the arena. Afterwards,

Professor Kiyong Lee and I had an intense discussion in Seoul on the title of the

conference. We easily agreed on the part of “Language, Information and

Computation” but there were pros and cons on whether we will continue our

tradition with a cumulative numbering in the title or we will start all over again. I

insisted that we keep the tradition and I thank all the scientific community involved

for agreeing with me on this sensitive point. The memorable conference in Hong

Kong was titled “The 10th Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and

Computation.” After this conference, the title has been stabilized.

This year, PACLIC is held at the historical and traditional Kyujanggak Institute for

Korean Studies. Kyujanggak was the royal library of the Joseon or Yi Dynasty and

now became a repository of Korean historical records including Joseon Wangjo

Sillok, Annals of the Joseon Dynasty (registered in UNESCO's Memory of the World

Program), which covers 472 years (1392-1863) of the history of the reigns of 25

kings, from the dynasty's founder King Taejo. In chronological order, the king's

everyday affairs and other daily official matters are compiled in 888 books. King

Sejong’s invention of the Korean alphabet Hangul in 1443 is also recorded.

It should be fun to discuss linguistic, information structural and computational

issues among our Pacific Asia colleagues for mutual improvement. Recording is also

important for history and tradition: ISI indexing and Waseda University Library

Institutional Repository through Professor Yasunari Harada’s effort.

The program committee of this conference has completed the difficult task of

paper selection in an objective and fair manner, and has provided us with a
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wonderful program. Out of the 80 papers that were submitted to this conference,

the committee has decided, through the process of anonymous peer review, to

select 55 papers for presentation. We have the honor of having Professor Harry

Bunt, Professor Jerry Hobbs, and Professor Byung-Soo Park as invited speakers for

the conference. We were also very happy to be able to invite Professor Timothy

Baldwin, Professor Donghong Ji, and Professor Satoshi Tojo for plenary talks.

Finally, I express my gratitude to Professors Jae-Woong Choe, Key-Sun Choi,

Yasunari Harada, Hee-Rahk Chae, Eunjung Yoo, Jong Sup Jun, and other program

organizing committee members and graduate assistants for all the services they

have provided to make this conference possible.

Chungmin Lee

Honorary Chair, PACLIC 21

Professor Emeritus

Dept of Linguistics (and Cognitive Science Program)

Seoul National Univeristy
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