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Enhancing Group Discussion in Language Acquisition Online Classroom
— An Analysis based on Students’ Reflections Using the Hylable —
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Abstract Due to the world-wide spread of COVID-19, online classrooms became popular. Still, limitations exist such as
zoom breakout rooms because the groups are separated in compartments where teacher cannot intervene immediately. This
paper reports the use of an online group discussion platform called “Hylable” in order to facilitate active learning. The
end-of-the-term reflective reports for the class of Introduction to Language Acquisition, written by the students, were analyzed
to find out the positive and negative effects of Hylable that provides real-time records of speech quantity by speaker and
turn-taking. The results address the critical issues for online groupwork such as the members, tasks/topics, class preparation
and leadership.
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