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Non-native English Expressions found in Linguistic Landscapes of Japan
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Abstract The author has been conducting research on language landscapes in tourist cities in Japan and abroad from the
perspective of tourism resource development, taking pictures, video-recording, and analyzing language notations found on
street signs, in-store displays, menus, and so on. In this paper, she focuses on examples of errors and inappropriate use of
English found in Japan, discusses some characteristic examples of errors that seem to be caused by insufficient understanding
and/or proficiency of English among native Japanese speakers, and attempts to clarify the possible causes of such errors. The
English language landscapes in Japan contain many errors in the spelling of words that can be easily corrected with a
dictionary or word spelling checker, as well as errors in punctuation and capitalization, which may be due to a lack of
knowledge of the basics of English punctuation and spelling. In addition, there are examples where the meaning is unclear
because whoever is in charge of the translation uses translation systems without examining the resulting translation. Although
the meaning of the English sentences or expressions seems reasonably clear, they may be inappropriate from a pragmatic or
sociolinguistic viewpoint. The author believes that listing examples of errors as well as analyzing possible causes of those
errors is an important issue for English language learning, which will lead to a reconsideration of English language education
in Japan and development of new curricula and teaching materials.
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