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Information-Exchange Tasks Using Syntactic Priming Effects
— A Pilot Study for Designing Effective In-Class Activities—

Miwa MORISHITA

Faculty of Global Communication, Kobe Gakuin University 1-1-3 Minatojima, Chuo-ku, Kobe 650-8586 Japan
E-mail: miwa@gc.kobegakuin.ac.jp

Abstract The author has conducted a series of psycholinguistic experiments with Japanese EFL learners, focusing on
syntactic priming among them as well as possible use of syntactic priming for language learning through interactional tasks. She
has also researched the practical use of wh-question sentences in those learners. Morishita, Kawamura, and Harada (2017) found
that in dialogues between a native English speaker and Japanese EFL learners (university undergraduates), the learners couldn’t
produce wh-question sentences promptly and precisely, and therefore, tendencies of syntactic priming were rarely observed. This
paper discusses how to design possibly effective in-class activities that would help improve Japanese EFL learners’
comprehension and production of grammatical structures during interactional tasks using wh-question sentences based on the
procedure described in McDonough (2011). In particular, results of interactional tasks among 36 four-year students at a private
university in Japan grouped into pairs are summarized and reported. In those tasks, they read different passages and asked each
other questions in turn, and production and priming tendency of wh-questions were investigated. As this study was conducted
only once in the course of the class, any possible learning effects were not verified, but the reflective comments by the
participating students after the experiment suggest that some level of learning through meaningful interchange can be achieved
even among students with the same proficiency levels, when students are given model structures for constructing what they
would want to convey based on the formats of syntactic priming experiments.
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people / read? people read?
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number of people / | increasing number of
buying? people buying?

6 Who [/ still prefer / | Who still prefer[s] | 33.3%
print books? print books?
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when we hold a | feel when we hold a
“real” book? “real” book?
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us?
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feature? festival feature?
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name / come from? festival’s name

come from?
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of Figaro? composed] The
Marriage of Figaro?
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Week holidays? [held] during the
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Student #:

Appendix

Class: Name:

Date: 2019/ /

[Student A] Music

Part 1 : AT 5% (TTHINvt—U%

T—DERICEZA TS S, KX ERBRPLEZLTUROET A,

it HETRyE—YORNEIZHONTO/N— |

Much of the popular music that we hear these days is based on works of classical music. For example,
Ayaka Hirahara’s Jupiter comes from The Planets, composed by Gustav Holst. In Japan, classical music
festivals are held at various places every year. La Folle Journee (7 « 7 4 /L + ¥ = /L) isamusic festival
that started in 1995 in Nantes (7> k) , a port town in France. This festival features world-class
performances in a relaxed atmosphere at reasonable fees. The festival’s name comes from a play, The Crazy
Day, or The Marriage of Figaro, made by Mozart. This event has now become popular not only in France
but also around the world. Since 2000, it has been held in Portugal, Spain, Brazil, and Poland, and also here
in Japan. The festival, which takes place in Tokyo during the Golden Week holidays, attracts many fans
from all over the country. In addition to classical music, popular music that people are familiar with is also
performed at the festival.

Part2: H727-D/3— hF—I% [5iE] T A2 Nvb—U%

FATOVET, BAWIENTZITHE

RLTWDED, RAIWILIZA R EHLAEVWEL X9, UTOEREZEFZIAIZ, /X— M F—ERAITH
LAWET, BIZIZSERENTWA LD &, 52 N HELZH-> THS TR TAILONRH D
F9, EffaF =7 LTOMXEZTAL, HBICS— M —OIERLEHAE A a 7HIZEEALT

<TEEW,
Questions to ask your partner Answer key OX
2 | What / fewer young people / read? books (for fun)
4 | What / an increasing number of people / buying? electric books / e-books
6 | Who / still prefer / print books? many readers
8 | What / we feel / when we hold a “real” book? its distinctive texture and weight
10 | What / easier for us? to concentrate on what we are reading
and to lose ourselves in the story
12 | What can we write in the margins? notes
14 | What can we underline? our favorite passages
16 | What can be downloaded to a single reading device? a large number of (e-)books
18 | What can we buy at any time and any place? e-books
20 | What do readers depend on when they choose books? | their needs
My Partner’s name: score: /10
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Student #:

Class: Name:

Date: 2019/  /

[Student B] Books
Part 1: AT I5E] Ty b=V %A, HET Ny E=VDONEITONTO/NN— |
FT—OHEMIZEZTLTES VN, AXZABRBOEZ THHEWERE A,

It is said that fewer young people read books for fun. An increasing number of people are buying
electronic books, or e-books, while many readers still prefer print books. What are the advantages of print
books and e-books? When we hold a “real” book in our hands and turn its pages, we can feel its distinctive
texture and weight. It’s easier for us to concentrate on what we are reading and to lose ourselves in the story.
We can write notes in the margins or underline our favorite passages. As for e-books, we can carry a large
number of books that have been downloaded to a single reading device. If we have Internet access, we can
buy e-books at any time and any place. Depending on their needs, readers will choose either print books or
e-books according to the advantages each offers.

Part2: H7e7=D/X— hF—1% [FZH) 1T ANy =V EFHATHET, BAWZENTZ T
L TWAED, RAWIZIZARXZHLEWVWEL X9, LFOEMZFFIEIZ, ~N— M —ERAITH
LEWET, BRIZITZER SN TWDE DL, GBXAONTHEEZME S THD TREKTA2HLONH Y
F9, EMExT =y 7 LTONXETAL, KZI/X— M —0DEMLTEAE A aT7MIZEALT
<TEE,

Questions to ask your partner

Answer key

OX

1 | What is the popular music that we hear these days based | (Works of) classical music
on?
3 | What is Ayaka Hirahara’s song which comes from The | Jupiter
Planets?
5 | Who composed The Planets? (Gustav) Holst
7 | When did a music festival called La Folle Journee (= - | (In) 1995
TFIv e Va2 )L R) start?
9 | What is a port town in France? Nantes (7> K)
11 | What / this festival / feature? world-class performances
13 | What / the festival’s name / come from? (@ play, The Crazy Day, or) The
Marriage of Figaro
15 | Who / The Marriage of Figaro? Mozart
17 | Where / the festival / during the Golden Week holidays? | (In) Tokyo
19 | What / music / performed at the festival? classical music and popular music

My Partner’s name:

score:

/10

80




