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Correlation between English Use Pattern in International Projects
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Abstract The Japanese university students’ English proficiency in general has long been criticized to be underdeveloped.
Their English language competence, however, has not sufficiently explored and analyzed particularly regarding its relationship
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with other abilities or factors. This study attempted to trace the relationship between the Japanese students’ English ability and
their pattern of its use in message exchanges during an international project practice, by comparing with five other countries’
students. The English utterances posted by 118 students onto the forum discussion site of the project in 2014 consisting of
4,647 sentences were classified and analyzed by country in the following three terms hypothesized to be components of

thinking competence:

1) ‘functional category of speech’, ii) ‘rate of thinking verbs’, and iii) ‘ratio of thinking verbs by level’.

As a result, a similar pattern of language use was observed within each group of three: A) Bulgaria, Germany, & Poland; B)
Spain, & USA; C) Japan, in the three kinds of analyses i) through iii). In addition, the TOEFL score on the national average
shows the similar pattern among the three groups. It may suggest a close link between the English proficiency and the thinking
competence. To verify the reproducibility of the results, the functional category analysis was made with discussion data of the

2016 project to obtain a positive consequence.

Keywords Online International Projects, University students from six countries, English use pattern, English ability by
TOEFL, Language education emphasizing contents/thinking
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