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Production and Syntactic Priming of Wh-Questions by Japanese
EFL Learners in Interactions with a Native English Speaker
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Abstract The author has conducted a series of experimental studies on syntactic priming by Japanese EFL
learners in interactive settings of various kinds. This study reports reanalysis of data presented in Morishita,
Kawamura, and Harada (2017) to investigate production of wh-questions in interactions between Japanese
EFL learners and a native English speaker. The numbers of wh-questions were counted based on the
transcriptions of all dialogues. Some cases of possible syntactic priming are considered and discussions
regarding what constitutes syntactic priming will be presented.
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#1 HEMYU R

1 How are you?
2 How is the weather today?
3 How do you commute (come) to school?
4 How do you like this university?
5 How many students are there in your language classes?
6 What do you think about your classmates?
7 How many classes do you attend in a week?
8 Which is more interesting to you, language classes or
other classes?
9 Which subject do you like the best?
10 How often do you study English at home?
11 What do you do in your free time?
12 What makes you happy?
13 What kind of music do you like?
14 What do you do after school?
15 What are you going to do this weekend?
16 What is your plan for this summer?
17 Which do you like better, Japanese food or western
food?
18 What do you want to have for dinner tonight?
19 What do you think is important (for you to do) in
improving your English?
20 What do you think are interesting differences between
people in Japan and (those in) other countries?
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1) What
NS: What folktale story do you like?
S1: Every country!

NS: Every country’s! Do you have a favorite?

S1: No.

NS: You just like reading. Yeah, I like folktales, and do
you have a question for me? Again.

S1: Again, ok. Uh, what kind of hairstyle in your country

is popular? Or makeup. It’s different in Japan.
NS: | think a big difference is the eyeliner, like in

England and in America, we tend to do our eyeliner, it
goes up and it’s very strong, but here...
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NS: Other classes? So, which other... what subject do you
like?

S23: It’s Chinese. Chinese... um... Chinese grammar is
very, very difficult but I think Chinese is fun.

NS: Oh, yeah.

S23: Do you... what do you like subject? (329 )

NS: I... like... languages! So...

$23: What kind of language? ({&1F)

< Hlig >

NS: [laughs] I see. And ask me a question.

S23: Uh... what... what kind of... TV program do you like?
(1)

NS: | like... um... I like, do you know Netflix?

S23: No, I don’t.
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2) Which
NS: I'm the same! And so, which do you like better,

Japanese food or Western food?

S8: Ah... | like western food.
NS: Oh really! And what do you like?
S8: Steak!

NS: [laughs] It’s delicious. Ask me anything.
S8: Which do you like, Japanese food or Western food?
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3) When
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4) Where
NS: Okay. And what do you work? Where do you work?
S14: Spaghetti restaurant.
NS: Oh, okay. So do you make the food?
S14: Yes.
NS: Oh, really?!
S14: But so easy.
NS: Ah. What... what do you do?
S14: (Japanese) mo, kimerareteiru yatsu [Both laugh].
Um...
NS: So, um, okay.
S14: Sorry.
NS: | see.
S14: Sorry.
NS: No, no, don’t worry. And so, ask me a question.
S14: Where did you go in Kobe?

SO easy.
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5) Who
S30: Who is your favorite musician?

NS: My favorite musician... My favorite musician is... do
you know Kendrick Lamar?

S30: Ah.
NS: You do... a little bit? Yeah.
S30: A little bit.

NS: I like him. Who do you like?
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6) Why
NS: And, why aren 't you learning History?
S7: Um... | can learn what I don’t know, so History is

interesting, so... | learn... History and...
NS: Ok, I see. And, so, any question for me?
S7: Um, why do you learn Japanese?
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7)
NS: I walk. And, how many minutes does it take?
S7: About... 1 hour.

NS: 1 hour? Ok.
S7: How many minutes?

How

NS: Um, for me, 5 minutes.
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How are you?

Where do you live now?

What are you studying now?

What is your university year?

What is your favorite food in Japan?

Why?

What is your favorite subject?

How many country languages can you speak?
What is your favorite food in your country?
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- What kind of hairstyle in your country is popular?
- What do you usually do on weekends?

- What’s your favorite place in Japan?

- What kind of fashion do you like?

- What do you like to do?
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