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Development and Evaluation of a Chinese Tone Perceptual Training App
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Abstract The general method for learning Chinese tone is focused on performing exercises of simple conversation. The
existing research on Chinese tone learning mainly includes phonetic experiments with one- or two-syllable phrases. The main
method of teaching Chinese tone consists of having students repeat phrases that emphasize combinations of tones. Given the
difficulty of learning Chinese tone, we developed a new learning method that emphasizes step by step acquisition. In this paper,
we describe the results of an investigation into the application of our learning method with Japanese native speakers learning
Chinese for the first time. The experiment showed that for learning Chinese tone, the newly developed method is more effective

than the existing general teaching methods for beginning learners.
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