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Note-taking Instructions in a Business Interpreting Class
— Comparison Between ‘Model Notes’and ‘Students’ Notes —

Miwa MORISHITA
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Abstract Note-taking is an essential part of consecutive interpreting and compensates for the limited
capacity for short-term memories of the interpreter. However, neither universities nor private training schools
in Japan are offering systematic training for note-taking and there is no general consensus regarding how to
organize note-taking training (Someya, 1994-2015). In this study, we investigate how students in a Business
Interpreting class engage in note-taking activities and how they view these activities by comparing model notes
and students' notes. The pilot study presented here was inspired by Someya (1994-2015).
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1) My name is Hisashi Tashiro. I’m from Sendai, a city
north of Tokyo.
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2) I’mreally looking forward to working with “our team”
because I’ve heard so many wonderful things about
you from our Tokyo office.
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aspects of Japan with you as we work together.
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4) This is my third trip to the U.S., and I can honestly say
that I have greatly enjoyed previous visits. I’m sure
this time will be no different.
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INTRODUCING YOURSELF AT A COMPANY PARTY

Thank you Mr. Wright for your kind words. By the
way ladies and gentlemen, when I asked Mr. Wright how
long I should talk, he told me to take as long as I wanted
- but that you would leave at 7 o’clock. Seeing that it’s
now 6:58, I have no time to waste... Seriously though, my
name is Hisashi Tashiro. I’'m from Sendai, a city north of
Tokyo. Upon graduation from university, I worked for our
company starting out as a technician in materials analysis
before becoming a chemical engineer. Last week, I arrived
here in Miami unaccompanied. My wife and two sons will
join me in March, when the Japanese school year comes to
an end.

This is my third trip to the U.S., and I can honestly
say that I have greatly enjoyed previous visits. I’m sure
this time will be no different. As most of you know, I have
been assigned to this branch as a chief consultant in R&D.
I’m really looking forward to working with “our team”
because I’ve heard so many wonderful things about you
from our Tokyo office. In closing, I’d like to say that I’11
be happy to share many cultural aspects of Japan with you
as we work together. And, of course, I hope that you will
educate me in American ways as well. Thank you.
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