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Abstract Recently, many shadowing research proved that shadowing has the positive effect on improving English
proficiency. In spite of the positive effect, it's not easy to introduce shadowing practices into classroom, since evaluations by
teachers are labor and time consuming works. With the development of automatic shadowing evaluation system, the burden of
those evaluation work would dramatically decrease and it would be easier to introduce more effective shadowing practices. As
a preliminary experiment, we collected 63 students' shadowing speech in two classes for first year students at University A.
Then, we asked three teachers to evaluate the following two things: 1. whether the important pronunciation is correctly
pronounced or not, 2. mark the words which are not uttered at all. For those evaluation data, we set up two hypotheses: 1. At
the timing of difficult words' appearance, the words, which are not uttered appear consecutively, and 2. as time passes by,
words, which are not uttered decrease. Unexpectedly, we didn't find any supportive tendency for these two hypotheses. We also
tried forced alignment with a speech recognition engine, called JULIUS and evaluated the delay between the model speech and
students' speech, then we found that as time passes by, the delay increase. This implies that we can modify the second

hypothesis. We will further investigate these hypotheses in the future.
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S4:Your photo was really something.
S5:The McDonald’s house has been broken into.
S6:A policeman has come to check it out
S7:He said that they simply walked into the house.
S8:The boy said that it had already been broken before he
and his friend went to the house.

S9:It was you who kicked the door open, wasn’t it?



S10:Did you want to have a bit of fun, or were you trying
to get some money?

S11:The symptoms of fugu poisoning are strange felling
around the mouth and difficulty breathing.

S12:Fugu is said to be so delicious that it has even started
to be imported into Hong Kong and the United States.
S13:Tell me the truth.

S14:Shall we exchange some recent photos we've taken
and discuss them on the Internet?

S15:Because of the danger, fugu can only be prepared by
chefs with a special license from the government.
S16:Most people who die from eating fugu these days are
people who have tried their hand at preparing the fish
themselves.

S17The prize money for each category is currently worth
about a million dollars and the aim of the prize is to allow
the winner to carry on working or researching without
having to worry about raising money.

S18:Have you heard about the woman who put her wet dog
in the microwave to dry and ended up cooking her dog by
mistake? Or did you hear about the man who died at his
desk at work, and nobody in the office noticed he was dead
for five days? These stories have two things in common.

They are both not true, and they are both urban legends.
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