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Abstract

Some people say, “More than one language confuses a child.” — other people say “You give a child the world by teaching them
multiple languages.” Okinawa Amicus International is a Japanese educational institution accredited by MEXT and has
kindergarten, elementary, and junior high schools. Instruction is convergent, with an aim toward developing bilingual students
who can function equally in English and Japanese. Our observations about the Amicus environment indicate that (Japanese)
students frequently feel uncertain about their choice of staying in the English immersion program, and also those students who
obtained a higher proficiency in English somewhere made a choice between English or Japanese. This paper will discuss results
based on an analysis of 9th graders' reflective essays (written in Japanese). The contents of the essays included 1) advantages
and disadvantages of learning at Amicus International for 7 years; 2) any anxieties they had through the program; 3) whether or
not they would place their own children in an immersion education program; and 4) any conflicts and difficulties in proceeding
to senior high school based on their bilingual education experience.
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