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Abstract
Okinawa Amicus International is a Japanese educational institution accredited by the MEXT and consists of

Kindergarten, Elementary, and Junior High schools. Almost all instructions are conducted in English with the
aim of nurturing balanced bilinguals within this school environment, we observe that students feel inconfident
about their choice of staying in the English immersion program quite often. It is also a fact that some students
obtain higher proficiency in English and that seem to result from the choice between the two languages.
Therefore, we analysed the 9th graders' reflective essays as part of their Japanese class activity. The contents
of essays included 1) advantages and disadvantages of learning at Amicus International for 7 years; 2) any
anxieties they had through the program; 3) whether or not intend to have own children to receive such
immersion education; and 4) any conflicts and difficulties in proceeding to senior high schools, etc. The data
was analysed with KH Coder and in the framework of the macroscopic model of determinants of additive
bilingualism and subtractive bilingualism.
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