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Abstract
of vocabulary, collocation, and grammar, but in real-time comprehension and production tasks, their

Most Japanese Learners of English have acquired certain levels of knowledge of English in terms

performance drop markedly, showing that they have not achieved automatization in utilizing their knowledge
in vocabulary, collocation, and grammar. The author has emphasized communication activities in her English
language classes to improve the students’ real-time performance and has continued experimental research on
syntactic priming in interactions. This paper reports transcriptions and other observations based on short
interviews with Japanese university students spending three weeks in short-term study abroad program. As a
result, quite limited number of wh-question sentences was found in the 15- to 20-minute interviews, and
therefore, effects of syntactic priming are hard to find in those short interactions.
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Is this your first visit to New Zealand?

How do you like here?

What do you think about your class?

How do you find your classmates?

How do you like your host family?

How many members are there in your host family?
What does s/he look like?

How do you commute to school?
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What do you do after school?

=
o

What did you do after school yesterday ?
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Where did you go last weekend?

=
N

What do you want to do this weekend?

=
w

What time did you get up this morning?

[N
~

What did you have for breakfast?

15 What do you usually have for breakfast when you

are in Japan?
16
17

18

What do you want to have for dinner tonight?
Do you like food here?

What are you missing for food?

What do you think are interesting differences

19 between people in Japan and here?

What do you think is important (for you to do) in

20 improving your English?
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1)
M: What do you think about your class?

A: It’s... I think the class is so exiting. To be honest, first,
first time, I think, I don’t like this class. But now I like
this class because my teacher is so interesting and my
friends is so kind.

M: Ask me something.

A: What do you think this university?

What do you think &\ 9 & WD 4 3EF T,
HRALEZRE -#BXE2Z0FEMH->TWVDHA,
HTHDEDHE T o0t LA,

2)

M: How do you commute to school? How do you come
here?

A: This school?

M: Yes.

A: | often, | usually go to this school by bus.

M: By bus? OK. Do you have to change buses?

A: Yes.

M: How often? How many times?

A: Two times. Just one.

M: Just one? Two buses? OK. Any questions for me?
A: Where do you live?

BERFIT R o0, EEOMEM LRI - ML LU
ERBA -BLLR>TWD, o e LTRALE
THRWHEIZREXZ T S,

3)
M: Then, what do you want to do this weekend?




A: 1 want to go shopping with my friends.

M: Not only XXX (friend’s name)?

A: Maybe only XXX.

M: Only XXX, again! OK. Any questions for me?

A: What do you recommend for souvenirs?

M: Ah, well, chocolates and honey. And do you like herb
tea? Not really? And maybe merino wool. Wool shirts or,
you know, cardigans. Very good quality, | think. Any
other questions?

A: What do you do in after school?

What do you @ & & ITH 72 2 @5 23 b i TV 5 A3,
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4)
M: What do you think is important in improving your

English?

A: | think the most important thing is communication
with a lot of people. Because when I... last weekend I
went to church with my host family, then many New
Zealand people told me and | feel so happy. So I,
therefore, communication is most important thing. That’s
all.

: Yeah. Do you think you improved your English?

: So-so.

. After coming here?

Yes.

: That’s great! Last question for me, please.

: How about you?

: How about me? What?

. What is important thing improving English?
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5.2. Intermediate D # 45 — ¥
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1
: How do you find your classmates? Do you like them?

M

B: | spoken to classmates.

M: You like them?

B: Yeah.

M: Yes? Nice people?

B: Yeah.

M: Any questions for me?

B: What... How do you study English?

EHOMML
EMEITH

How do you & \» 5 K& HI D 3 3% F TIT,
TR X ELTOEEME-> TVBEN,
HldfEnedTnozonb Ly, ZoO®ICH<
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2)
B: What does it mean?

HLRWVEERIZOWT, ARMICEB LTS,

: Where did you go last weekend?

I went to wedding.
: Oh, wedding ceremony?
: Yeah, my host mother’s friend’s mother.
: Friends’ mother?
Yeah, second wedding.
: Oh really.
: So it was not gorgeous. She wear...
- Wore
Wore one-piece.
: How old is she?
I don’t know.
: Not so old?
Old.
: Very old?
. Little bit old.
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. Little bit old.
But her husband is so old.
: Did you enjoy the ceremony?
Yeah. We went home soon.
: Early? Soon after the ceremony? Why?
She... My host mother don’t know people, anyone.
: There? She doesn’t know anyone there.
Yes.
: So she got bored. It was boring maybe for her.
Yeah.
: Any questions for me?

DWW WLWILWIWZ

When will you go back Japan?
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4)
M: What do you want to have for dinner tonight?

B: | want to eat yakiniku.

M: Yakiniku. You said that your host father was a chef,
right?

Yeah.

: So are you satisfied with his or her?

His.

: Food? Does he cook for you?

Yes. He.

: So are you satisfied with his food?

But he use a lot of...

: Spice?

: Ah, spice. | want simple yakiniku.

: So too much taste?

Yeah.

: Too spicy? Or...

: No spicy. But I want to simple...

: Ah, you prefer. OK. Any questions for me?

: What have you eat... the best food in New Zealand?
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5)
M: OK. This is the last question. What do you think is

important in improving your English?

89

B: | think speaking skill. It is important for people to
communicate with other people. So speaking skill is the
best important.
M: The most important?
B: The most important.
M: How do you improve English by speaking skill? Or
how do you improve your speaking skill?

: Try to speak.

: Try to speak English?

: With western people.

: Oh, western people?

: Not Japanese like this?
: | think Japanese pronunciation is a little bit different.
: From native speakers? Of course.
: So, | think.
M: OK. But it’s very difficult to find, you know, native

B
M
B
M
B: Not Japanese.
M
B
M
B

speakers in Japan.

B: Yeah, One more please.

M: It’s very difficult to find native speakers of English in
Japan.

B: Yeah. So | want to make friends here but Japanese,
Asian, western people very separate, building, class, so |
can’t make friends here.

M: You have to go.

B: I speak to native speaker but can’t make friends.

M: You should. You try to make friends.

B: Yeah.

M: Any other questions for me?

B: Do you have foreign, western friends?

M: Uh-huh.

B: How do you make with western friends?
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