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Global Careers of Japanese with English Proficiency:
Life histories of English learners turned into Japanese teachers

Nami HIRAHATA
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Abstract  “Cultivation of Japanese with English Proficiency” and “Global Human Resource Development” has have been
the two major issues of Japanese Ministry of Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports and Technology (MEXT) in
this century but what these terms mean is are vague and ill-defined. In this paper, we will focus on several life histories and life
stories of Japanese, who first got equipped with high English proficiency while in college, then participated in the Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers as Japanese language teachers and later established global vocational careers. What we find
in those stories and histories in common is are strong aspiration “to be needed” and “to do what they want” and revelations
toward “contribution to Japan” through experiences as Japanese language teachers. This suggests that in order to achieve
“Global Human Resource Development” we should not narrowly focus on improvements on language knowledge and four
skills and proficiency but rather show young Japanese how they can achieve happiness and self-fulfillment in global careers by

working in an international society using English.
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history, Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers as Japanese language teachers
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