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Abstract This paper reports a conclusive result reached after three consecutive international project researches in which
Japanese students participated working together with students from five other countries worldwide. The present study particularly
focuses on verifying a hypothesis that the critical thinking may trigger the collaborative competence and lead to evoking the
creative competence, among the three major global competences. The authors analyzed and classified all the messages
uttered/posted by Japanese students in both the most active and successful group and the inactive and unsuccessful group(s) from
the viewpoint of the purpose/function of the message in each discourse. This study, consequently did not show any negative
result for the hypothesis and suggested that (1) offering an opposing opinion based on the critical thinking competence may
contribute to activating discussion to create a new idea, and 2) the ability to clarify the purpose or function of his/her own
message will take an important role to foster the critical thinking competence.
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Group 9
<21/11/2014>

Japanese A: Hello, I read the text about an Indian boy.
Thank you for writing to Kim. The story is good but I think
Bharat should not be an Indian boy. Although India is a
developing country all right, it may be prejudice.
Especially, school children in Nagasaki where is my
hometown learn about peace, prejudice, discrimination and
bullying. Moreover, there are many foreigners and half
Japanese and half other foreigners in Nagasaki. Therefore,
I think Bharat should be a child in an imaginary country
even only country name. For example, I think the name is
Asante. That's mean “thank you” in Swahili. Maybe, the
members of group9 don't speak in Swahili. What do you
think? The name is everything OK if it is faceless country.
That's all my opinion about an Indian boy. I'll translate to
Japanese later. Where will I write it, this forum or wiki?
Thank you for reading. Best wishes, Student A.

German student A: @ A: It would be great if you can
find about 20 students like in one class. In Germany there
are about 20 students in one class. How many students do
you usually have in one class in Japan? So i think it's fine
if you can find as much students as you regularly have in
one class!

@ Adrianna: Maybe you can download a PDF Converter
from the Internet. It's normally for free. Then you should

—r

be able to open the documents =

Japanese A: @Maria: Thank you for teaching we
need the number of the children for search.

I searched the number of elementary school students in
Japan. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology said that the maximum is normally 40
students in 1 class but until 2nd grade of primary school's
maximum is 35 students.

sourse:http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chousa/sh
otou/029/shiryo/05061001/sankou002.pdf'%E6%97%A5%
E6%9C%AC+%ES5%AD%A6%ET7%B4%9A%E4%BA%BA
%E6%95%B0’

Japan grows declining number of children and there are
around 20 students in 1 class in my hometown.

However, past Japanese IPC members searched primary
school that is too small near my university.

For example, there are only 8 students in 6th grade of
primary school.

Moreover, I have a question. Will you ask for public

school students or private school students?
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A

Polish student: @AIl Well, I don't know how it is in
Japan but an Indian boy named Bharat will work in Poland
- Polish kids do not have a lot of knowledge about the
Indian educational system so it won't be hard for them to
believe that a child may have problems with getting into a
school there because of financial reasons. We are not
discriminating them, we're just trying to find a country that
is far away so the interviewed children don't know it well.
The nationality is not the point of the research (well, it is,
but not in that sense).

I guess that it wouldn't be a problem to change the
nationality and the name for the Japanese version. Or
would it? Because I'm not sure it is necessary in all the
languages we have here...

My other question is about the number of children in
class - I have one class consisting of 8 people so am I
supposed to look for another one?

@Maria, you said that in Germany you're going to
interview 20 kids. I guess that 8 children isn't enough,
right?

German tutor:  ("#1#%) In general I am very impressed
of the information A has offered. 40 or 35 children in one
class that’s a lot! I admire the Japanese teachers J I think
all these facts are very helpful for our research. J I also
like your question if we will work in public schools or
private schools. This is a point we haven’t discussed before
(In general thank you A, you work very busy right now on
the project). In our German team we’ll work in a public
school. What about you Amanda, Dominika and Ada?

I’ve added the sort of school (private or public) to the
text in our wiki and to the table in our document in the file
section (called FINAL3 Group 9). So please fill in if you
are working in a public or a private school during the
research ‘=

I think if the German and the Polish team and Amanda
will do the research in a public school it would be helpful
if Student A would work in a public school as well. What
do you think? The equalier our frame conditions are the
best we could find out more about international differences.
So: Student A, just wait until we got all these information
and have discussed them.

By the way, I think you have mentioned an important fact.
I like the idea that children should learn about peace etc.
in school. I think if Bharat would be a boy who lives in
India it could motivates the children more because they
know that India really exists. When they write their letter

they think they write it to a real Indian boy. If we create a



‘fantasy- country’ the children might know that their letters
will never been sent to the boy, but I'll keep your thoughts
in mind. Maybe we could find a solution together where we
can include your idea and the idea of talking about a real
country. Maybe the children don’t know that there isn’t a
nation called for example Asante and they think it’s real
to? What do you think? Ada has already posted her
opinion and I am curious about your views.

I've uploaded the document which Kim has uploaded as
a word- document and added some information. Please

have a look if you can add some information )

German tutor: Hey, sorry it's me again. I just wanted
to mention that our File section is really messy!! I've just
kicked (accidentally) our first assignment out, but reloaded
it again so don't worry! But please everybody have a look
what we could take out ‘&

@Student A: I've added your information about the
Japanese school section to our document in the file section
&so you don't have to add it yourself.
<22/11/2014>

Japanese A: Hello, Ifit's possible, I search 6th grades
of 8 students in elementary school.

However, | have a problem that is there are only 8 girls.
So, if you want boys' students data, I need to look for other
school or change other grade in same elementary school.

Moreover, at the present time, I'll search for 6th grade
of students. If you'll search for the schoolchildren in the
lower grade (1st grade or 2nd grade), I should be the same
grade.

After that, I think we should change an Indian boy into
other fantasy country. I have two reasons. First, many
foreigners live in Nagasaki. When I go to a convenience
store, the shop assistants are Chinese or Philippine
probably. So, we have a chance that we see many foreigner.
Children may misunderstand about many foreigner cannot
study. Second, the reason is important. Last year, it
happened the problem of bullying in elementary school in
Nagasaki. The girl bullied had committed suicide in her
house. Although the board of education didn't announced
to her information, I heard from Prof.Suzuki that the girl
was a half Japanese and a half Philippine.

Therefore, I think we should not be a real country
carelessly. Student A

German student: Hey everyone, in my opinion we
should also use a real nationality for the boy because I
agree with Sarah. For example in our class (they are 9 years
old) the children won't probably work seriously on that
topic if they know that there letters will just be read by
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their teachers. But I understand Student A's point and I
would suggest that you change the nationality in your
research. What do the other's think about it? I think this is
better than creating a country that sounds real, like Asante,
because I think the students will be more motivated and
work more seriously on the task if they know the country.

I uploaded in the file section a first version of a
worksheet where the students could write their letters on it.
It's simple but I thought this might be good because then
they aren't influenced by other things and maybe they write
down their true emotions. I also added a German version of
this worksheet. so please tell me what you think about it
Maybe we can kick out older parts of summaries and just
leave in the final versions?

Kind regards, Maria
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Group 6
<25/11/2014>

German student A : Hello guys! Did you already start
working with the children? We only have 3 1/2 weeks left
(Dec 21st)! That's part of the task:

"For the texts it would be good to have a class. For
interviews 2 children in each of your countries will be
sufficient.”

So I think this week I will interview 2 children (4th
graders) and I will ask a 3rd grade to write the text. What
do you think? How shall we go on? Did you already do
something? And if yes, how was your experience with the
children / teachers? Have a nice week - and let's stay in
touch &

German student B:  Ah and here I've got the Initiative
story in German. I've changed some things a little bit,
because I will be working with smaller children (Primary
school). =

Polish student A: Tomorrow I'm going to ask if I can
conduct the research in the school where I'm having my
teaching practice &' hope I'll get the answer soon. I'll let
you know how things are going.

Polish student A: What about Erasmus students? Do
you know guys what do to? Because how can you anything
with children being in a foreign country? ;O
<26/11/2014>

Japanese J: @Jasmin, thank you for files. I will send
out children questionnaires.

Polish student B: Hi guys! When it comes to me, | have
already talked to the headmaster of the school I'm having
my teaching practice in. However, everything needs to be
approved - the story, the questionnaires. What is more, |
need the consent form from the students' parents - so |
believe it will take some time. But | have got a question -
if we need to interview two children from each country,
does it mean that we can add the numbers up (e.g. me - one
child and Karolina - another one)?

German student A: Yes, I think so, Mateusz! = Two
children for you two together.

Group 8
O—RORESIZELHOME
<08/12/2014>
Polish student A: Hi everyone. I am so very sorry for

my lack of contribution but the past few weeks were a real

35

mess “=/I am a little bit confused, sorry for that, but is

there any specific plan we agreed on? =

I see we have questions and a story (I like that).
I agree with Sandra that maybe we should interview 2-3
children so that it will be more thorough and simple to
summarize.

There are only two weeks till the end of the project but
I'll try to catch up!
<09/12/2014>

Polish student B: Guys, is the deadline for our
presentation on 21 Dec? Or can we finish the presentation
after Christmas?

And do you think we should only 2 kids from Poland,
even though there are three of us in here?

Japanese student P: Hi everyone, I've just uploaded

our story in Japanese on our group 8 Wiki. If you haven't

done yet, don't forget that. & 1 agree with Sandra and
Natalia. I think we can explain well if we ask 2-3 children

and that'll be good result. And I think asking 9 years old
kids is fine just like Fatma did. What do you guys think?
Student P.

<11/12/2014>

German teacher: You need to ask your teachers about
the dates of your final presentations. Some might be
available in Time Schedule already.

I am not sure about your time schedule for working with
the children. It would be a big help for me if you post more
details about what you are doing and planning in the forums.
Not only to let me know but the other team members too.
Thanks!

QRLCAvE—YERYVIETST (£D—)
<02/11/2014>

Polish student B: Hey... So, should we upload what we
have in our Wiki to the files area? Heike's file with all the
academic references is, of course, great, but there is
nothing about homeworks in different countries. What do
you think guys? Is the deadline in 2 hours or in 26 hours
®,

German student: Hey ho, I've uploaded an updated file
with the wiki-stuff. Only thing missing would be a
summary/ comparison between the countries. I think the
findings are quite similar, what do you think? Please check
and add a summary sentence. | have to go to bed now.

Best, HG
<04/11/2014>

Japanese student P: Hello. I'm Student P from Japan.

I'll upload information about homework in my country soon.



Please check it out.
Student P.

Japanese student P: | uploaded about Japanese
homework on our group 8 file so please check it!!

German teacher: Hi Student P, please add your results
to the group file - the latest version is from Agata. Check
the file and add your part. Maybe also add a sentence to the
conclusion that Japan is included.

Thank you and please come back to me if you still have
questions. | will be ok with the late finalization of the task.

@QRLCAYyE—VEMHYIKST (ZD2)
<13/01/2015>

Japanese student P: I added my research to
"IPC_final presentation v5.ppt". Please check it!!
Student P.

Polish student B:

which I've slightly corrected linguistically, mainly spelling

Guys, I've uploaded the 5th version

mistakes and I changed the structure of the main question.
I think it should be "what affects...?"
affect...?".

Student P, when you add your finings, add your name on

not "what does

the first slide too, please.

Good luck with your presentations! &

Japanese student P: OK. I've just added my result to
Agata's one. The newest presentation is
"[PC_final presentation v6 corrected.ppt". Please have a
look.
Student P.

Japanese student P: This is the link of the final
presentation =

bl IPC_final presentation v6 corrected.ppt

OIT#BoTE (20—) ; O0flTLH D
<11/12/2014>

German teacher: You need to ask your teachers about
the dates of your final presentations. Some might be
available in Time Schedule already.

I am not sure about your time schedule for working with

the children. It would be a big help for me if you post more

details about what you are doing and planning in the forums.

Not only to let me know but the other team members too.
Thanks!
<16/12/2016>

Japanese student P: Hello. Have you guys already
done working with children?

If so, please let us know how was that and who did you

ask especially their age and their number?
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If we don't need to make up the number or age of them,
I'm going to ask some children around 9-12 years old who
I can contact.

We decided to search to let them write free texts and
draw pictures and don't we need to ask any questions and
their answers?

Student P.

German student: Hello again, tomorrow I'm going to
collect some data in a school: 1st grade, age ~6 years, as
much pupils I can get

I will follow the research manual in the wiki.

Goodbye, HG

@fTHoFHE (20 BERE LETE)
<11/01/2015>

Polish student B: Heiko, thank you so much indeed!
The presentation is just great &)

We will write the Polish summary with Natalia and
Sandra and publish it by Tuesday morning. Is that fine, or
would you rather have it tomorrow guys?

German student: No Prob. Tuesday morning would be
ok for me.

Japanese student P: Hello everyone. I uploaded my
research research", "Drawing 1

"Japanese (Japan)",

"Drawing 2 (Japan)". I'm so sorry for being late. Please
have a look.

Heiko, thank you so much for the wonderful presentation.
I'll add my research soon.

Student P.


http://ipc.mixxt.com/networks/files/download.187489

