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Abstract

English prepositional phrases used as postmodifiers, which are by far the most common type of
postmodification used in all registers, have invariably been viewed as one of the quandary for a large number
of Japanese EFL (English as a foreign language) learners. Further, generating prepositional phrases
tantamount to a Japanese commonly-used expression "A no B" (e.g., "a picture of my family" for "kazoku no
shasin" or "a rapid increase in population" for "jinkou no kyuzou") tortures not only students but also teachers,
frequently leaving them clueless in selecting the most appropriate preposition for each context. This
research highlights and explores the subject, based on the surveys conducted on 38 high school students and
57 university students at an intermediate to advanced level, which have revealed how prepositions are being
utilized. The results obtained were examined thoroughly, with several plausible and potential backgrounds
being analyzed. Abundant feedback from 36 native speakers of English (henceforth, NSs) also made it
possible to explore this issue from another viewpoint. Completing a similar format of the survey, the
participants provided various types of informative and astonishing responses. Verifying these prepositional
uses bilaterally (from both native and non-native standpoints) rendered this study more cogent and objective,
adding somewhat new dimensions to this issue.
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Question 12:
I found my old address book ( ) my college days.
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He is my best friend () when | was a child.
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Figure 5.1: Results from H.S. students
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Question 16:
My yukata () last year is short now.
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Question 12:

| found my old address book ( ) my college days.
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Question 15:

He is my best friend () when | was a child.
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Figure 9: Results from NSs

Question 16:
My yukata () last year is short now.
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Figure 10: Results from NSs
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“l agree—if the main idea is communicated, then a small

error in preposition does not stop the communication, so

it can be overlooked without losing a sense of respect.”
(KM, 397%, 7 AU W)

“l believe that the most important thing is to get the

DThH o,

message across, so misuse of preposition isn’t as
important. By taking too much time on prepositions, | see
many students get discouraged, and stop trying to work

hard at English.” (T ME, 22 8%, 7 AU 7)

KEFBEE LA EHNRME

“I think it is important to stress proper use of prepositions,
as different prepositions sometimes change the meaning
(female, 24, USA)
“I believe that prepositions are a critical part of speech
and English. They help identify
relationships between things. Often times, the lack of
prepositions can cause a gap in understanding. Far from

and context of the language.”

locations and

trivial, | would say that prepositions are quite necessary
parts of English grammar.” (B, 27 5%, 7 AV H)
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“The meaning can still be conveyed if the preposition is
wrong, but the mistake can become annoying to native

speakers and can undermine its message of the speaker.”
(e, 24 5%, 4 XU R)
“It depends on the context (formality, expectation of the

other party). Basically, people tend to have a lower
degree of tolerance for written errors than they do for

spoken ones.” (B, FRTLA, 41X VU R)
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