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Abstract Based on the results of a pilot study conducted earlier (Morishita & Yamamoto, 2013) and
revising some of the implementation designs, we worked out 15-minute training sessions of word order
rearrangement tasks at the beginning of each lesson for elementary-level Japanese EFL learners (university
freshmen) in four English classes over a period of ten lessons. The result of the #test shows that there was a
significant difference in the scores of the word order rearrangement tasks between the pre-test before the
training and the post-test after the training. Overall, the training seems to have had a positive effect on the
automatization of students’ spoken language processing. The fact that no significant difference was found in
the scores of the Versant English Test suggests, however, that the effect of the training was not large enough
to be reflected on the result of such a comprehensive language test within a short period of time.
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1 pre Who wrote this Christmas card?
post Who made this vegetable juice?

’ pre I had my watch stolen.
post Tom had his hair cut.

3 pre Small cars are easy to park.
post This box is difficult to move.

4 pre I found the book very interesting.
post I thought his speech exciting.

5 pre She looks much happier than before.
post He looks more careful than usual.

5 pre I am very pleased with his present.
post She was very surprised at the news.

7 pre He is as tall as his mother.
post This car is as bigas mine.

8 pre How do you like the new system?
post How do you feel about learning English?

9 pre The man riding a horse is my uncle.
post The dog runningaroundtheparkiscute.

10 pre It is important to have a future dream.
post It is possible to get a high score.
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