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Abstract This paper reports the effects of the international on-line project IPC (International Project
Competence), focusing on the Japanese university students’ development in their English language
communication proficiency during their four-month participation in the project in 2013. Particularly
examined are four kinds of co-relation with the proficiency development: 1) the number of postings, 2) the IT
experience, 3) the personality inventory as determined by the YG test, and 4) the group composition, based on
each of its participating 16 students. Furthermore, the reproducibility of the results observed from the project
in 2012 was confirmed. Eventually, the following findings were brought to light: (1) A result noted in the 2012
project that the students could develop English proficiency more by working as a Japanese alone within a
group was observed; (2) Although no significant development in all subject students could be statistically
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proved by the average scores, the students with the personality pattern of administrators having leadership

and those being stable, positive and extroverted could show some development; (3) The group having more

than one Japanese member and particularly one with strong leadership skills may influence the other

Japanese members’ active participation and English proficiency improvement; and (4) The knowledge building

discourse of students’ discussions within such ideal groups as mentioned in (3) suggested that expressing

original ideas based on critical thinking or creativity might be essential to promote a globally collaborative

project.
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