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Question-Asking in Japanese and American Teacher-Student Conversation
— Implications for English Communication Teaching—
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Abstract Japanese people generally have a reputation for being often reluctant to ask questions in cross-cultural settings. This
can be negatively evaluated because question-asking is essential for conversational development. Why do they have such
reluctance? What should Japanese learners of English learn about question-asking for better cross-cultural communication?
This study examines question-asking in Japanese and American teacher-student conversations. My findings show that Japanese
teachers actively guide the conversation by asking questions to help students talk more easily, whereas students avoid asking
questions that would significantly affect the conversational flow. In contrast, American teachers and students both equally ask
questions for purposes such as confirming what has been heard and eliciting personal views. | claim that Japanese learners of
English need to acquire knowledge of conversational styles of their own culture and others’ as well as cultivate a listening
attitude to produce active reaction, including question-asking. By doing so, they will develop the ability to operate between
Japanese and English.
Key words: question-asking, conversational style, English education, cross-cultural communication, Japanese and American
English
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KO 7o mBBEMBHFFEI N TS (HFR [19] ; Lebra

[20D). =95 L7 EFBMRIE, XU —%2F73 5 A58 M
FrIEL, AVRLHEEZROBEEESICBIT D
TR L TR R R I3 5 (Tannen [21]; Wetzel
[22]). ¥WixtEHE TIX, BARASNIFE LR DD X

S ETRAMAEERES N, xR ENICE ClokEx
BT ot TCRELEaIa=r—varyRNEEnsd
(FFAR [19D. —F, 7T AU A A, HEOH L
FEML, BHRBEEZHEET LI VO AMBFROHE
% nH 5 (Lebra [20]).

ARTF—ZOHERN, TAUV I ANOEMIX, %D
fbtt o NHIBEFR O H 0 51 A& @S T 7 f R &
b\ié EIZK}\@ﬂEﬂii FAEPRFELLTWVWE S, &

# L, %Téio BRM+5Z2L T, EMNHETHDIH
%@ #ERLL, %éi%n%xfxﬂé ETTF
u%T%é%E@&%%%tbfwé.Tf)ﬁk@
ﬁ%k%é@,ﬁ%v,mim%%ﬁﬂémﬁ’@%
L, Bx%8l&HLAEY XHSICEMT LT, AW
DA ELBEHAZBEELTNSD

DX, AT—HZHOHARANET AV D ADE
I, BARANET AU IANDORFEARAZ AN, BLWY,
AARET AU BITEIT DY 50D HE & FAEL WS HE
REDH S LM ERZ KL TV 5.

= NN = F‘ﬂ%fwoem RN =X i F/ARAR o )
O, RoNTT—FTEbLDEN, N, X
BT a2, BARAET AUV B ANETRRY, T X
DHANIZESTHLEYRIOER OGN, BARANIZE
STHTLLEYEZEVAOLDOTIE RN ERREINT-.
FIZHTFOBZ2 2RO B L5 72EMZ, BARANTHN
TW2rhole, 4H, EHELEBFEE L TOREOHEHH
%, TOEFL X IELTS O R 2 RIZH A 65 L)
12, WEBOSEERORNE =0 NRZ = ER
REN, FRBRFBFHFORBFAEOEEHICL 2> T
W5, KEEOZIE, AT L2EROEBRB D20
ZRLENZ-&D Lot B LTaIasr— 3
YEATIEa T A Rk (Hall [23]) THY, %
DEFBHEHROARE —20F, B b REFOH
FIETHEHEEHBEBLLTWVHEOE B NS, EETR
baEnsRLbaIa=r—a iz, BAANBHEHIX
bOZFEAZANEEERICHRBALTL L E, THAAN
TEMZ LW ER2XD2TERH- THREHEIT R
W

6. HFEHE~DRR
THEANELTCOT AT T 4T 4 2FbRN5,
(&) /e 3F3E, b, fEx R B2 TRAMKE M
KT Hr-o0aIa=br—Ta il [110OEFICH
O, REEEFEIXED X D 2T i X ).
B2, BOOXMEBIOVORFEAXA NV EERTD L



EBHIT, MBEOLABLREFHEAZ A MIZONTDH FEOWMEIL, B~ MA R, 23k~ o g
WEELIEnEF NS, BIFEFAEAALELTOT WO R D DA, Ko, YA, By LBk
ATUVT AT AEMRTDH Lz okny, mEITR OEFOIXAICB T A2 REEA ANV EE#HILL, £h
DA MEELFEVEX D Z 122N 5.8 1L, LEMWSTOIVLENRDD. TOROORBEHFT L L
Bz OEmN Kb E T sME 2% 2 & T, RIEERRRMLES T /BT O RMR 2 EFEHFH
Thd. ZOZ LIk, MFEOFHZzZITTELLR EFWCHIEHA I, EO LD ICHEEEE HWILTELEE N E

MlzEMeLTERL, MFOBEX LI ESHLAND, TV 0D, ArRTHAT L EnkDbh
MAEBRMEZRD D Z ERREILRD. %.
BATORBEHE L, LR -SOBBIZE D XS ITH “HEBO, HMEZEET LM E ST OF RIS OV T

DAATWD . BEFROFFEBEEHE (Fk 21 ES . FEEEEEIIE R PICHERT AL
) ICiE, TREZE LT, St 3 2 #Hig % LTHNEZHR LN OHMT S L), TRV
W, BB ala=r—varyzXA5LT50k AIZD L2 lizonT, &L BERZ®ERAN
EOoBREKY, BFHRLEZ R EEZNHEICHEMLEZY HoltV T 5] FOEMICHATLIIHEANET
WYIZIBA2 VT ala=b—a ViENEED ) HILTWA. Screenplay ([AE) 121X TER %6 - T,
EHY, ra— NNV AMIIHVEREFEII 2= — ERVDONERFEELELLY ) EOBERBDHY, —
a vy IOBBENEZEIZETOATWS., GEEROA M—ZCEBETHENLDLEVOFE ELIZ, LT

— I )N ala=Fr—varflHapEO o, EORBRMPEZLNTND.
Screenplay (2011 %17, XEBF#EHBER) % B (f51) What do you want to do[be] in the future?
LoTRTHRLD. What colors do you like?

—2H®O, BX{LBLVCBHORFEAY A LVOAHE, INOLOEMNOHBELIMEE ARBOREAS

b ds X O E O RFER Z A L IZD 0T O % D ANERSTEFFEREFETIToTH, Wi, FAICH
BICETDILDE LT, TAAD Yy va VETHED ST—M—Z%#KRVvELTH, BxfbaIa=brb—v
NAHAWBERARLEZVWS o0 a5 he, HEED 2 CHERERB®RAEZIT O AT OS2 EIT .
TEDOLIFIIMNT-ET A LA ICWME 2. AT LA Fh7Zzolk, MEFOZZ2z%bsLE THERIXESR
AATHALZEITEEICRBIND XETH DN, I, [REZES D] VoM eRIL, B
ARNDOERFHEAS A LORHE &bz, HiEE W MEHET S H&xF) 2EKL, TZhr0EMER
A 2= —va ICROLNDIEHEAL A NVE, K LCafrRASETCWSHEL T2 THD.

DEEZIA AL THAT 2LEND 5. BETH, TOLDOE Ly MR YR TEIZHEEREIN
A, TNBRLEN. A bIE, BEAEST LR HRETHD.
BT, R8T 2 A2 0EECHAERERICIEET, bk o, BirBmS Bl RSN 8E B F

EOXOREBHEAPMFEINTVDEI IOV TOR E, BREIMR)ZFENEFEOMCTEHELS L. REH
2 LICEA O M EEST DA, O ML AANOEEIIa2=Fr—rarBnEFEI 0RO MN
kA INnNeboThY BE#IZ Y i< v (Ochs ala=br—varebFEoLrIcllboTS
[24]). HARADZLIE, BHOHEKFEHRFEARA X A VI D, EWVoBANLO#EmE D SIS LEBEEEN
tH, ETFREBRCIECEEEICAHC ZAME ST D HEmIC BEIN, AL EM LD EFEA X A4 V2R TR
b, ME#HAOTHS. TDED, HAHOILEBRTR WIS CCEBOIITER LRI a = — V3
WL e RFEAX AN ERER WA E R b= VIO NEERTHOMLERDD.
Ra=r—varETY, Rax R MEECERT S.

AR [25]1%, HH L FAEOBRENZHOWTOHAAND 7. ®&EIZ

SUALAIRETEE DS, £ F U AANDOZEN EITRR D T2DITH] HRANDEFHZFFEALXA VI, HFEEZL, B
TEZIINTFEHBOFEHZEZT CND. A FU RAAH RN B D, KaxBLGEICIE Ui th & E 2 E I
RN A% B L RH LR R TOIR LT, B Bi-LboE w5, A& A0 BRSBTS
ANB AL, BUEINCHETRZHLTHEL ) 2 2B L HLHHLOTHY, fOHFTELNTCELETAT VT
ZHORBERD. Bl zIE, HATA “Have you been UTAD—FENWZRD. 1277, ZOEFEAXA VI,

doing any drawing?” & &L X, KDL TWVWLHD —HHcH s @A LI W, BARANE, U R
IX Yes/INo D& 2 Tk <, BHOOHMRHHPTHD. ERICTDHLHERLN, X0 AHE0neT0nikiEs A

HARANBZAIZZENEZHL 2001 Yes/No D& WEESFEAZA LB Mo TEBMLRTRIER bR W, £
e EY, RWEMAZITS. 222X, #HE¥ NIZk-T, ala=r—TarDiiExRBEL, £



it RE2 b O AL EOMABMEHERD D Z L&
MNTED., TOEREZFEHECLEELZ LN, I
— NNV ANMEBERTDEFHREOEERREDO—DT
H5.

f+ i
- AL, HEe TRV 2T REICR O BHARAND
L ZEAOHSMEB—AREOXRZEL T—
([ fi B B9 38 F G ~ D Bk B R I e+ - R HE T (FR),
pp. 91-121, < A LB, 2014 ) ICHFEHE OB
RDLEREMZT-HDTHD.
- RFEIL, Wk 25~27 AR EERL R IR A B 4 AR AT
%% C (FRE% 5 125370733) [ H KFEFEE & HiEaG&E O
BT OB (RE EEEET) OFLO—
HAxEET.

oHoOEE
AWgECHERALET —4% T2 H—« F— -
210, T 7vT7oxfb A2 —T 7 ar - SED
FAABEARICBE 3 5 EEEM - LA AOIF ST ) (CF Rk 15-17 4F
FE Rl 20 ge B EEAR A SR B, 15320054, #FZFEANEH I
R, TTREEEREF R ) IS &S < MM FE i o 8
Bl SEOMMT — X O &@ L T) (FRk 20-21
AR R ZE e SR AFSE B, 20320064, AFZEIGEAE
BEFFVET), Tt - e LAI L SEEEM - 15
AR RIC K DB OS] (CFERL 23-25 B
Bl F7e 2 LA P28 B, 23320090, AFZef\EH : BT
) Oob iz, L THEZR L V.

o — R

~E
i AR CTHERLZXTREEFIU TO®@EY TH 5H.
[ TFEMNELVBED TS EZRT
= TO0REIBRUNBZIEEZELTCWNWDLI LE

RY
SRR b= a v ERT
(AR

(%} %0 %R

XXX B DN ANBHE G2 R T
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