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Listenership in Japanese conversational jokes
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Abstract There have been enigmatic views about whether Japanese people really exchange jokes in their interaction, as it
is said that they rarely use them in public situations. However, they do exchange jokes in in-group relationships as a previous
study on discourse analysis revealed (Takekuro, 2006). On the other hand, there is still room to examine more details on
exactly how ‘conversational jokes’ (Boxer and Cortés-Conde, 1997) occur in Japanese real interaction, relate to listenership,
and lead to corroborate in-group relationships. This paper aims to explore the role of listenership in conversational jokes by
focusing on interactions between in-group members such as family members. | will examine a relationship between
conversational jokes and listenership, and the communicative functions to build family relationships. I will lastly touch upon
some implications on how the findings could be applied to English-language education.
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HARANIAKOG TYa—70OR00ENEITOIZENEFE
BN TORnEREMINS. TR, BARANTYS
—IRA—FT R ZTRVENEATHIZEIIAR Y IV oD
725590 FL T2 —ET I3 T AHMITHFVALNRNOD
A, ZOXH MK LT, FRIZREE AT ICBI 975
e AT HF 22 TiX (Takekuro, 2006; Oshima, 2013), H A AR
HLUWE W CIIEBINICYa— R — T2 R 2100 e
VEATHZEEREL TS, — 5T, BABOBEARSF %
WoTeGhEYa—7ICBlT2FIEMNRGITE, EHICRFES
IR L OBRME, FFIcaFE o FRBEICRT M ET
DEEK, VAT =2y 7 [ICERZ2Y T RITEEH ED
RERTVRWV., AR T, 20X 51D, HUVEWH
DRFEICERAL, WELEZIRBEORFE T —42D5b, 3%
RDOEFEE SR RELT, RFEVa—7EVAF—v T
DR, ZLTENDLEF R LD DRMRDITH, o<
IOBRBEREICOVWTE LT D, ko, ok REMEX
RIRG, REEVa—IICHDDEEHE ~DORBEITD.

2.V RF—T o
FEDRENRTIE, AE—F - 77 MREFLF
FEROBIED DR A ICRFEICBIT D & FITE OFEM
BT 2L ERIND LS5k oTER
(Goffman, 1981; Gardner, 2001; Tannen, 1989). Tannen
(1989: 100)7% M X FIC L 2E L FOFELBWED,
FTOMFLHEMT HEEL, ZTHWTIE R EEMNT
DIOXMEERITATHD. ) LB XTWDE LI, M
EFEREDESICERICRFEOF TREREEH 2R
LTWDDNIIZDOWT, FICHEB R E FORISN
Roid L5 RFHEMNRREYR (B2, HO6080
U7 E)ICHEB LIt 7 £ 7 S 0T % (Tannen,
1989). Goffman (1981)i2 L % &, Blx Fix, (1) IH
MEx32oA, (2) BRINTWVIBFELENLLIIEE
oA, (3) BRbIh, HEbLBRIT LN
TWAADIFEENPLRD IO EWVD . KFETIEA
HEPTORBEORFEERFTT D700, BFIZBMLT
WOHERA UA—FERb S, EELRTHLTY
2&EB2ND. o TAMATHE LT H2H & Fix
BFHDEATITRD. ZRHDOHR[MIZH ESNT
AT A F—v v 7%, [REEOHEEHOF TR
HEND,FELFICIVARBIN, EEZRIT O,
SEAREL TV ARND, SFEICSMLTHLIHEDOE
fik) (Namba, 2011) L E#T 5.
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3. 8w

& FEoSERAIL, SHE LS b (verbal feature)
LD @ (non-verbal feature) 72 FAE % 72 g
WEhoThEaNd. KBTI s2HEFoREREAL
LT, “Mm hm” 72 &, G LFERFHFELREMEL TV
K OEZTHMZZTIED, TOMFICETE 2T D
ZEERT LD YA (continuer), “Mm,” “Yeah,”
e, BLFORS S ET AT DV A
(acknowledgement) Z X U & T 25 EEE L IEEF
KRR T EREODFFEENCLIBDODLEEND.

IHIZ, ZTOSELEIIESHEITIFEBICMOILT S
LNFHETdH 5. Laver and Hutchenson (1972) Tli,
SHEELES L O (verbal) & Eb 7RV @ (non-verbal)
&, AF (vocal) LIERS (non-vocal) (2L 56 DDX
MEWYD Ao, AF T EEZMEI O
(vocal/verbal feature), MF CFEL DL VE O
(non-vocal/non-verbal feature), 4 CEH 2 kb 2\
H @ (vocal/non-verbal feature), @ 3 FE¥H D FFE % 472
ALTWS. flxiE, AFCEELMEI> boIKIE, k
LN X o7, FELFICHEEELMET DX 0 IR
F %A > (continuer) RFELFOHEEL TERT HH A
> (acknowledgement) &N 5. £7/=, EF T
ZED W @ (non-vocal/non-verbal feature) (214,
IRTERATAN, Vo AF ¥ —REREUTD.
AFRTHEIEWNE, AFCTCREGINSEEIEDRVD
@ (vocal/non-verbal feature) & LT x 61 D.
WIZ, AV HTF77varviiBFb)AF—vy TS
EVOBEMEE RWET oL, 2FoR TR WL E
DEIITHELENTVWLIDONEFELFLHEEFLD
oL EVEBLTHEMIADZEDRAIETHD.
O ARG L LT, Jefferson (1979) X, /L Fo
RNZHEDNT, HORFESMEBIZLDRKNBAED
Ly—r A (RFEOFN) ICEBR L, FIZFELF
LB ZD XD RITA%ZFH\ (invitation) & & FAH1TF T
WA, 2L, ZOFENIX, FVEEIGE L bR
WA DO F N H D (Glenn, 2003). LA L n
Bh, i LFOFREENICH % L S (laughable) & F
, TOBERIIFLTHEERESGERHDH. 20
IO BEbBEFOENVIZIORNDLFE NELTE X
LbND. HE-oTHIRLEERVWOEY, FHEFELH
NICE->TFHELFOFWITITHONLD Z L1725 (Glenn,
2003:54). AELEIEHOELOERFTEOF THRMIC
RN 0TiER<, LLARWVWEZEL CTEFESM
FoLy Lo Trsn, AlEs T EER

HHEExD. —F, TOLIRFELFOFWVITHL
T, MEFERE->TIHELDHAIF, MEFoZH

(acceptance) & L T x 515 (Jefferson, 1979). [#
XFOZHEENNEINT DI, B FOEVIXER]



DFELFOX—VIZHOEVRENTRIDZ ENERSE
ey, FHLFOF—rOBIZLIEL L R — A4
L5 LDk, MEFOREITIENTZbDOLEEZS
n, MEOLY EvizfMorDala=b—ark
OHENEZETNDEWVWI TP icd. EbIT,
BEFITHICHELFEOFVICH L TEZHEENWE LTS
CHbIFTEZRL, ROTIEIELRWE S 2D
(declination) WA SN B2 b H5DH. ZOW Y HRL
NFT LI, FELFOHEMOY —rhbR— X
EaftoTENTZY, MEFOSVWILELPRLNLL
DT HZLICL-T, KFHEOWNICKF ¥ v THREZ D
CENRBRERD.

4. &FFET a—7
AARAANDaIa=r— g ilonTnshnsy
&, BAAZZ—FT7 OB AN & HBICER S
nNs. TNTIEHERANTZZ—FETOHIHEFEPLY a —
JERZXDLLIEVTAZEEFRVOREAI . ZOXD
ZeRVIC R LT, BARGE & o T2 BREE AT O AT FSE
Tl (Takekuro, 2006; Oshima, 2013), H A A & BK A
BT = 7RV a =7 ORI FTOEWVICER%
LRl LM™MI LTS,

Takekuro (2006) Tix, HEFEDO K I~ Thbh b &
MY a— s RNEL, EETEEBESLKARES L
W72 Tk <, BEZBERRETHLREEY 3 —
JOR EVNRITONDEDIZR LT, HARETIEEID
BLOBEWH TR bENZ ERHEIRL TS, 2D
AAREA VAT 7 a BT HHBEBERICHOWVWTIT
FHEORKNBEGRZR CHBHE LWRERIE Ty 7, &%
DFRIBELHEFTDON, HFELTHELVOH D N LT
[V RN, ZOMBEVEMDINNZ T3 V] LB
XD (=%, 1994; Lebra, 1976; Yamada, 1997). HC
EMAICHTHIEBRMIIINDDORBNIMENZZA S HAKR
ANDaIa=l—vaiftTbhvd RN, #EFEaIa=
=T aryTIEIH LERINEEKRICEZOND (=
%, 1994; Takekuro, 2006). Z 9 L7 H&EFEDa I 2 =
F—TalrOEWE, KFYa—ZICHEE L, BA
BA VAT a TR, Ya— 2 EEOMME, W
bwd [V OB TIELEY Aoy, F
Bl ToF) oMW TCIZAVWLRS Z ERERSN
T\ % (Takekuro, 2006). & &2, Oshima (2013) Tid,
HARAIZEL?Z THAWSE] 2V =7 L THLI e
7 hEERL, ETROBICOWVWTRRICERTNS.
INLOEITMEEREZD L, BAFEOSGEY =
—JZ Wb IREONT TR e IcEO LN TETWVD D
OO, EEOAKREF 2R - ETOLRFE P a—o 0

ALY ANTFRIZEZIEEAE RSN TN R,

F7-, 125 3 — 7 (conversational joke) 1%, ==
WHEFEIZE D20 &3 TWwWb . Boxer and
Cortés-Conde (1997)Tid, EFHOREFHE Y a —ZIiIZH>W0

2 agEmYa— s, Thiknrsniilxgo47-
DICEFEEMENR—FTATHAN, L TY 1 v
MIEBAZLOZIEMICAIET S, HEHWREIET
@) | (Takekuro, 2006:86) L EHmIN 5.

T, Ya—7r, HE, 2L, O3IFEEESHFEY
—ZIZEDTWAES —F, HAFBFBOELFE a —7 D
FEJEIL, EREFEMICH NI ER T AN,

A TIE Lo RITHEEOMEREEZR T 2 208 5,
SHIZBLWHMHOBARSEEICEBRL, HAREORG
Ta—I DML, VAF—T v FORE L O BERME
B®RD.
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LTl LB, BHLUWVWEWHD BHARSEEIZER
FEL O, KFETIIEAAD 3FEKEDH HEE
180 a4 —T 4 ALV a—F—THKLEZHLDET —
ZELTHWS., T—Z0OFME LT, 3 Fikk, [
WS FEE T, FEEMRIEL, R, &, TH1-3ATH
4. mEOEREIX 30~40 T, FHOEHEIL 1~12
MOBLNEEN TS, £31T, ¥, BRE, 48
WIFNNICEEDFREOREDOSFHE 2,3 H2 55 HW,
BERXBEOFRICA—TFT 4 AL a—F—TEETD L9
RHE L 7=

6. 3 ¥T
EROSFET =200, 3 HEORFE Y a—27 0
WHENTWABERT (Pa—27 « by BE) 2
DL, ZOFCTHEFITENAEOL S ITHEIEL TV
DO ERITD.

6.1 Ya—7

DY a— 7O 1THEBIIHTDY a—7Zo0T
e 5. WoORFEF TIE, RBEMN T KR LT,
KDIHFERINVEREZHRIINTD RLy 7L
TIEEIDLEVWI Va =T 2HETNT TS,
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KIZHEERERD LR TZHIL, BERZEOHRE
WNTFA Ry 7% KICBwWTWwWs (347H). K
MWEZDANT, RENKOEF XNV ERER NN
bYa— 7 TRIFNT (49T7H), Kb IV ERANLFX
RIEDENERLRRBIZIE LTS (51TH). 51
RBNE, I ZFERNL Y7 I DFEIAER] TE
ZCEFT2T (1047H), Kb IR L7228 5% W Tis
CLTws (11 17H). ol bDad o7 1T
DRXBOY a—7 I LT, MEFOFHLENTIH
LT <, 2 AOFEIMARSEIBEEIN TS, &
HIZ, TNHOYa—27o0o9n s T sE
BEMICERD LI R AL HENHLELTNDE D
EWRIND.

WOFTIE, REPETFEKICIHERENSD L H 1R
FILTCWABH T, BFIiCl»ros THEMRY a—7
EMELEEVEST LT, MEFOETNLOENWE

BlEiLAens, BETOoRFELZED TV,

(2)

1R TEBREAMML AT = EHT—X]

2 K [#k)

IR TBREAZTFFERAL ST AR

4 K Thks]

5 95, BEW. BEW. £oTIl—5bLoAN
RBoEWT—UFTH5HEL T2 bA. 1§D,
77— LT/
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7R Th—%H9]

8 K I5555, 5555

9 R ARD FEN D T

10 K [555]
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12 & NEb, H—ALT, Z—HHA]

13 K [555]

RBPITKICHTL2EHEENRERFEZRBATHZ L TKD
AxEfTEELs &L (117H), KIZRBIZEWTIR
Cixtwad (417TB). EHICKoOOZATESEI72D
W, RPIFIPVPLRIFECTI7—r LT (BERELH
F5) EROVRLARRS, KOKEZ2OD 77—
DRIEZWEBFBENRY a— 7 %K VIAALTKESERL
TW2 (547TH). Zhice LT KIFEWARRLIET (6
~10 1TH), BRA2RXRHED 77— LHBEOHEYIK
LIZEWTIG U2 E (13 17H), o LRBEN
T Tnsd. BB THEEMNRXROY a—27 % H
W& EamE LT, MEFOETRNRVRNDL
A C T EERTBN a0, HIBIZE O o1
DEEZHEDDLZ LITORN->TNS.
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Ca—2ZIZMAT, hohrWnWbLbEHEY s — 7 ICEF
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RLZESMET BITH). MEFOSHEXBO LWV
EZOFEFFRVELTELMLAZRGHEFAL TS (4
TH). 2Ol aELT, HEMWICEBAEND
WCEWERA LR O RFEORFRBELIT->TNDH D
ENMDE (6~7 1TH). BFIERBEDONENVIT
BORLRLEWTHET LIRS, HDEVINEDL
ROEB_YEBORICLANLEEHRKIGERLT
WaEorlcBZExbND.

6.3 HE

DHEYa— /7 O3FEERLELTCHERDS. KOOSR
T, MB LB B BB AN ERRICONT
FELCWBRHET, BESKEOEHE T, BT T
UL —IZEERE SOV &V ) BRIAR &k,
HIEWAY 3 — 7 2R ABRNLEFHEL L TVAHE T
b5,
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BB EEOHESGSTREE DN L—IZFEhi6
2 NELBMTHIERIAH BB ND D, él??SU L —iZ
N2 EREL TV ZRRLELLTIREER N7
BHEICOVWTH, BAEMICBELRNLE TS (1
iTE). ZoBHOBENRY a—Z LT, M&EF
@Q%Hﬁ&ﬁ%w&bWﬁ*Ufwé(2~6ﬁa) &

W, BRI 1IERICOVWTORRIAZZTE VAR
ELTHENZEARRDLES>TWDS (T17TH). 20
Flse, BBROHEWNRY a—271x LT, & FT
BAFEA L N—bZOREIZHEENICE AL TR NWR
DHIEL, REEOEFABEEZIToTVNDIZERNTND.

6.4 BRI RY AF—v v
FRETHRHLTE ML, T XTHELETHD
AN ERMICEEE Y a — 27 20D AT o
— hF =@ &, Zhicx Ll & TS MmN
WWEWTIE L TWA B2 R CTE. ROXFEH Tk
Fiopl L xR ey, & FM»L EERNICELTFO
REOFTIZENRERNLYa—T 2 RWEL, 2ok
FEREREN R ENT-F AR T 5. 1O CBNHEFOME
EREBEICET»T (LITH), FHEIEET S (3~4
1TH). FEORIZIZRHT S CoRFIc (5478), H
XFTHOIBNEEBICYa—2 L LTRWEL,
MR ) AF—v v 7ERLTWVD (647H).
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1 CTHRKTVE=TKTVa— B HY E7.
BRKT =T KT a—niHo £9.
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14 C TEM-oTE-7=. RiFiE»-, &AL, 295
BROTELWRZERDTIZE, 20 EA
THeWE I TRMADADN S ERFIZE D
S E WD |

15 B izt —o2 |

B#Ex Cc A TEM) GITE)E TRR) t@HTAabYE
TX¥¥y 7L LTH#HZ (61TH), KoThLd. Cix%E
DX RBBIT R ho 20N, BN EERMICTE
LEEAWELEZEIZEWVWZRLEILIZETNDS
(14 17H). Zofrs, MEFTHDEEDEERN

61

WEELFTHAMORBFIZARLEIEZRVWEL, £
RO ERFHEOLFAMBEZAE L TOLEFR D,
VRAF—v oy IPRELSRENDZ LT, BELFLDOH
BLZOEH> RV EVEBEBLTEENIZED LN D
EEZOND.

7. REBEBBEFE~DORE
AR OBEY, —IICAEARANFAOETCIEHEDY
Va—JESHIIEBDBRVWEHBIISbhD I E
WART&E7. FAERIZ, RFOXEFEORESRLETIE, H
ﬁkﬂ%k%”%@ﬂﬁw/a—ﬁ%xzt¢wtw
EITHD LT EBROEVHBEIIALNLDLZ & THEHRW.
LL7eds, ARETHRFLEZLS 8, R D
BB LW FORFRETIE, Ry a— 7 BREDOS
%@¢?I¢%’%wgﬂ FIEM O M E RS0t
FIEICHEEEZRZLTWHWDIZERNDND. 2FD,
EENUN iﬂéﬁfocxuém%w&@@«bwﬂ (vF) &, X
ZORES, N TORY LR (VM) %
KAILTIRATWSEDR, 20X RXKBOEHN,
FEORENTHLY a— 270D L0 RLBKHAE AR
W2 L EHHATLIARESDH Y, oM OV TIE
SHOMBEE LT,
KEORETHBLEREMTY a—7 0D LY
BUECTHINEIMNIZHONWTIE, BEOFRESHEM
Lo TERIIGPNLE2Z2D LN, L LEND,
Dl L EEBEORENTIL, /a—7®%@&@m
BOLZELETARTHDLEERITEZRD. BEPIC
— 7 &ZWHICE, LR THERMEERTEZ L) 7, %
RIS ME M CHEMICAIE I NISEY 3 —
7&%Eﬂﬁﬂ&¥®%ﬁkbfﬁo/a~7@ )
FREMENH L. EFIIME L L RFEBOREIZONVT

iﬁﬁ?%é&%ié MFEDOEFEY a2 — 7 TiX, #
BRHARANOLE L RFBHEZBHFEOHE TILIYa —
7 OBEITRRY, REFHEBEHEEZO NP Z 0 ETHE

ENBN, EFHEL0BAICBOTHHEMEEEAMTS
Y= ORVEVRHDHI LT, FANMEE
FERIZHTHEFERSCBENEHIN, VI IR
LTHEEMIIEBEZE BRI EBARETHHDT
bS5 BIGEEIADKRZICBIT 5 EFERETIE

ﬁé@%%%%%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁuﬁﬁéﬂ&%ﬁ%%ﬁ
DT TN ZERT TR, REICLD2ERNR

KFEEREI ZLIWCORDD LI RBEEYRKRD S
NTWD., HELZAEICLDIEFE Y a—7 00 LY
NHDZ LWL, FAEAPKAI 2Kl E2ERD Z

SBERIIRFEYa — 0ROV RbHD L L,
FEHOROEFBFZHIIHTH2EFEHBRSBEEOEIC

DWW T OB SO TIE, A% MRS ML
Ehb.



EDOBLILERKL, MELrER TN Z EIIRTD
WA R BB LT ICOT D 2 LISV TN &
bbb,
BEOREDEMELTOY s —22HH> LY,
EHEIRFOEFEREIBNTHRTHDLEERD.
WELF T TIZ Y a— 2B LA, BRE RS
ERMESRAFBBRIEVICRAATRTHDLEEDPND.
EEREAESTHRARESRE, EHL T DI
Va— IR TAEMOE R IO EELERDIEA
Y. Fh, Va— 3 ENETNO LR ERL KX
Kb, HEOBEMELTYa —J 2RO &
THEBLAICBT 5T a =7 OSSOV T S %A
FEMEED D Z E NSRS, T0 X OBV
HEENDHZ LT, MEMICAEINIRGEY a —7
WY, FRFIICRRICHIGL T Z o7 bl fE
HRdH 5.

8. BbhiZ

AT, FERFTETHLND SEEORFE Y a —
T EP NS, 2FEYa—r ATy vy T DO
REBRFLCEZ., 2FEMELT, FHELTEIEMAIC
& FICBENT, ZoOBENTICHEFE L EERBI
BN RNbIh L TCREOR®RFEMELITHRE, BEF
DODIFNEERWICE LFORSORICY a —27 % RV

L, RORPLEELFLERFEOLFABELIT O Pl 2R
Lz, LFOREY a — 7 1Zx L TH & FRREMEAY

WCHBbHBEZEEZENWTRTIET, REODBRETOR
EMBICEIRE S Z LI EEE R LTV LR
W, BEMCFRICEFEL2EDD L2 EENICH X
MITDZERHAELRY, ZHL@BETIcHET
MOFHE TEHRMICIE LA ZET, RFLEEE LD
BEFRERAZON S, KB, KFBHE~ORELL
T, WEBREILBIT2AAANEREEOSF Y a —2 1
T HMAZFTRRFEVa— s 2RETH S BEMICS
Wz, ARMIINELEZT—FO—FHNroH]Y E
Frgricb &3, SBEILICRFEYa —7 L
URAFT =y 7OBRBHEOEME X0 RS BHLEME
Nh 5.
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