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Abstract This paper describes an innovative curricular cycle that uses a website of news-based materials in a
course for Japanese university students. Students are asked to read a current news story each week and, after
a classroom session, write their reactions to the story on the class blog. A corpus analysis is conducted on the
online comments, and the results are compared to a reference corpus of online native speaker discussions. The
paper will discuss the findings of this analysis in terms of L1 interference, and outline how these results are
used to produce educational materials sensitive to the needs of the students in the next cycle of classes. The
paper argues that this method of course delivery has a positive influence on learner motivation in three ways:
the recent news stories provide interesting, authentic materials for the students to study; the online mode of
delivery allows students to build their confidence in expressing themselves in English away from the pressures
of the classroom; and finally, by highlighting errors that are common to the group rather than individuals,
students feel less anxious about their own mistakes in writing and possibly in speaking. The paper concludes
that this type of web-based course is effective as a collaborative learning tool for university students to engage
with the materials effectively and enhance their learning experience.
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AARDORFRBEBHEICENTIE, 1HFEMAENVL 24
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(Butler & lino, 2005), KZF &KL L THR —HFEL Y F
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FNAZHONTIE, 4 DHBIZEORNEREZERLN
T\ % (Marchand, 2011),
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H X TE Y (Anderson, 1993; Williams, 1994; Doyon,
2000; Marchand, 2012), ZOMESEZ IR T D= DI
ffFr==o—X & CMC & H . Willis & Willis (2007) %
BETDHAITIYA TN ELEIZ LTV I RNATHA
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K1 ZRAI7HF ATV
. Introduce vocabulary
Focus on « Prime schemata
meaning Warm up . Add communicative
element
Focus on News article - Current news topic
language « Highlight vocabulary
. Questions focus on
Focus on | Comprehension comprehension and on
form check particular grammar/
lexical patterns
Student . Studgnts write  their
Report obinions reaction to the news
P topic
« Quiz on topic words and
Review Vocabulary common words
quiz . Reinforce grammatical/
lexical patterns
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A H Wi Keyness & W) FEEGEREH O K TR I
%, Keyness O EWEEEIL, 22— /32238 Tl FlfE
HENLBEMRH DFEORBETCHDLZ LRGN D,
HMHEEFE 2 — XTI ONTDOIA L REWNWH &
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Learner corpus
Keyword .
Ranking _ against Keyness
Native sub-corpus
1 | 6213
2 think 1202
14 Because 302
23 because 207
24 agree 197
3 4 3. a3—n2 %Fﬁb‘fu%g%ﬁnnﬂﬁ
FEE - RRZITBWT, EAL 258 “Ithink” 22
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—NZ2EAER L, SHTICHWE, (& 2) F 4 |think O H 58 g
Raw Learner corpus Native
F2 a— 2Y 4 XL Frequencies P sub-corpus
Learner Native Native | 4,539 1,833
corpus sub-corpus corpus -
I think 1,367 142
Number of
comments 2,023 1,740 23,201 1 think. 36 1
Number of 110,646 109,340 1,529,295 o ) o
tokens ¥elo, 7T 0747 47 TRV IAT 4~

JORBIZBWT, BBHATIEZW?I think»do £ I
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#F 5 Dbecause O fif fHEE Lk
Raw Learner Native
Frequencies corpus sub-corpus
because 728 151
Because 217 8
Because, 22 1
FEE o — XA TIE, LHEEIZ“Because” & (& < & L NF
FRNTHEHINTWEEIT TR, 70% L Eo i
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“because” % 7272 bHI1X) WO EKRORGFEEMAL
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“Because,” D2 AN Z L Koo 2 b HHEH X
o, TRNOOEAFINL ., KFEFZAT 4 71T
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BT & B

ERBEE D S D> 2B G o 5 T agree OFRHICHER L.

ava—F AT ESHLE,

#F6 B HEO agree/disagree £

Use of

[0)
agree/disagree Percentage (%)

Correct 23
Preposition error 43
Determiner error 33

Other error 10

EABEEREWDIZ S b 59§ 20% O fiF H i % bR
Wi, FIEFCHEFADO T 7 =N b, FEFICEH

DENKBETHDZ ERNbhhoT-, FFIT, agree X
disagree Zfth@hga & L CRAM L, & B 70|l 5 23 1T
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HHLTWDLHINREBEFICH DT,
#£ 7T FEHF O agree i
Preposition However, | think bullfighting _is a cruel
error sports too. So, | understand their thoughts
and | agree them.
. I agree with Germany policy. Nuclear
Determiner plants have a bad influence for people.
error -
Japan also need same policy.
I cannot agree that abandoning nuclear
Other power and sup_ply energy by the alternative
error power generation. Because the energy used
under the present situation considerably
depends on nuclear power.
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Appendix 1

Using agree or disagree

1 | agree. Short, simple, conversational

2 . Use “with” when you share the same
| agree with someone. opinion

3 . ., . Be specific — use the/this / ‘s AND
| agree with the / this /’s - something. idea / comment / suggestion / policy etc.

4 | agree with the / this / ‘s something that [S] [V] [O] Connect the clause with “that”

5 I agree with someone when he/she says that [S] [V] [O] Detail which part you agree with

Building sentences with agree or disagree.

| agree.

I agree with Obama.

I agree with Obama’s idea.

| agree with the idea that gay people have the right to get married.

aa A~ W N P

I agree with Obama when he says that gay people have the right to get married.

a A W N P a A W N P
a b~ W N P
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