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= Style - Past, passive verbs
= "Alithium-ion cell with a nominal capacity of 650 mAh
was assembled.”

Style - Present, active verbs
= “Figure 1 shows a schematic of the apparatus.”
= “The length varies from 500 nm to 1 um.”
Style - Present, passive verbs
= “A schematic of the apparatus is shown in Figure 1.”

Common Verbs used in past, passive

was added was determined was measured was set

was applied was employed was obtained was tested
was calculated was fixed was performed was supplied
was carried out was heated was placed was coated
was conducted was made was prepared was collected
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= Style - Past, passive verbs

= "Alithium-ion cell with a nominal capacity of 650 mAh
was assembled.”

= Style - Present, active verbs
= “Figure 1 shows a schematic of the apparatus.”
= “The length varies from 500 nm to 1 um.”
= Style - Present, passive verbs
= “A schematic of the apparatus is shown in Figure 1.”
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Common Verbs used in present, active

consists gives means shows
contains includes occurs suggests
decreases increases provides summarizes
exhibits indicates reaches supports
falls makes refers uses
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= Part 1: Instructions.
= Follow the instructions below and investigate voice
(active/passive) and tense (past/present) usage in materials
and methods sections.

= You will need your own corpus of materials and methods

sections saved as text files.

= 1. Using the AntConc cluster tool, find the most common verbs used in the

passive voice. Hint: Search for "was|were" for words clusters of two words.
Write down your results.
2. Using the Concordance Plot tool, compare the number of times authors use
"is" and "are" compared with "was" and "were." Do authors tend to write in
the present or past tense?
3. Some authors choose to write methods mostly in the present tense. Using
the Concordance Plot tool, search for "is|are" write down how many authors
adopt this strategy.
4. How do the majority of authors use "is" and "are" in the methods section?
18 Write three different reasons for using these verbs.
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= Part 2: Instructions

= Follow the instructions below and investigate preposition (at,

by, during, from, in, into, on, through, to, under, via) usage in
materials and methods sections.
= 1. Using the Concordance tool, search for the following
prepositions and write down common expression(s) in which
they appear.
Hint: search for "at|by|in|on|under" and order by the center
word (0), the first word to the right (R1), and the second word
to the right (R2).
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= Part 2: Instructions
= Follow the instructions below and investigate preposition (at,
by, during, from, in, into, on, through, to, under, via) usage in
materials and methods sections.
= 2. The preposition "to" is often combined with a verb at the
start of sentences.
Using the Clusters tool, find the two most common verbs that
can appear after "to" in this position.
What article typically follows the verb in these cases?
= Hint: Set the minimum and maximum cluster size to 3, and fix
the search term position to "On Left" to ensure that all the
clusters start with "To". Also, remember to activate the Case
option, so that only "To" is searched for.
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= |l. MATERIALS AND METHODS

= To collect the information about blu-ray disc, first the Google search
engine (3) was used by retrieving the term “bru-ray disc”, with
18,500,000 hits. To narrow these results down to fewer and practical
ones, more detailed terms such as “history of blu-ray disc” were used
and the result of these searches is organized as table 1. Except for
several advertisement websites, most of the materials hit were read.
As table 1 showed, the number of the hits is rather small. Predictably,
however, some important terms appears frequently in the majority of
the materials respectively.
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= II. MATERIALS AND METHODS

= Silicon was chosen as the sample substance. Ten g smashed Sin
powder was put into a metal cell. The cell was set in the X-ray
diffractometer produced by Nipponbunnkou. Figure.1 shows the cross
section of the X-ray diffractometer device. The 26-8determination
was adopted to measure the strength of diffraction. The voltage and
current of X-ray lamp were set at 40kV and 30mV respectively. Copper
or iron was chosen as the target for the X-ray lamp. The range of the
angle was between 20 and 140 degree. The speed of the
measurement was 4° /min (26). Slit size was fixed in DS-1° ,SS-1
and RS-1°
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achieved considered investigated
analyzed consulted measured
applied discussed obtained
carried divided performed
collected established prepared
compared examined proposed
conducted included read
connected introduced substituted
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added defined followed obtained set
amplified described generated outputted shown
analyzed designed immersed passed sonicated
based determined increased performed stocked
collected diluted incubated prepared stopped
compared divided initiated published substituted
conducted dried inserted purified transformed
connected eluted introduced put used
considered employed lysed read visualized
consisted expanded measured regarded washed
converted expressed mediated removed

decreased factorized multiplied separated
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