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Surveys on reading and writing ability and awareness of English
handwriting at university level
Toshiko Isei-Jaakkola
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Abstract Surveys were conducted based on 449 freshmen majoring in five different subjects, concerning
their reading and writing ability and awareness of English handwriting at university level. The results
showed that only 28 percent commanded this skill, the majority having been educated at a junior high school,
and the general tendency was that they were unable to read or write satisfactorily, and that they ignored
what they were unable to read when written on a blackboard. The low percentage of their skill strongly
suggests that they were not given a sufficient opportunity to learn. Nevertheless, 86 percent of these students
wish to read and write fluently, the majority of them believing they will benefit from this in the future. This
implies the method of teaching English handwriting should be reconsidered, taking into account its learning
effect, although not at the university level.
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