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Abstract This paper aims to explore how listener contributions to co-productions of conversation, called “listenership,”
can be applied to English education for Japanese college students. | examine the following three research questions: (1) how
listenership can be related to English learning drawing on discourse analysis; (2) how communication styles of Japanese native
speakers can be connected to listenership; and (3) how listenership can play a role in the learners getting confidence for
communicating with others in English. To answer them, | consider actual contributions of listenership by focusing on speaking
activities in my English classes, in particular, English presentations through group projects. Lastly, based on such observations,
I will discuss a significant role of cooperative learning between students towards developing the learners’ communication skills
in society.
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