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Abstract This paper introduces my current research on a test called Jido Eiken, literally translated as
‘English qualification test for pupils'. Since there is no previous study despite the popularity of taking such a
English as a foreign language (EFL) test amongst young learners in Japan, this research aimed to become an
exploratory study of gaining an understanding of who is taking Jido FEiken, for what purposes and what
attitudes are held towards this test. In order to answer these questions, textual data were collected from three
different data sources and then were analysed qualitatively. The findings not only answered the questions but
also showed that Jido Eiken represents a complex social phenomenon involving many actors who range in age
from young children who have not fully acquired their first language to parents who often initiate the
test-taking based on their own interpretation of the tests’ usefulness. It was also found that Japan’s testing
culture, in which people ascribe social worth based on the results of tests and view tests as something people
compete against one another rather than something which supports one’s learning, bears much relation to
this test-taking activity. Given the inappropriate nature of standardised EFL tests for young learners as well
as the strong testing culture, which will cause unwanted and undesired impact on young leaners’ English
learning, I will argue that parental viewpoints toward and beliefs in tests should merit serious consideration
as a factor which influences the success in language policy and planning.
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