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Abstract Japanese medical professionals are increasingly using English at conferences when presenting
papers. There are also more chances to communicate with medical staff and patients in English. However,
the curricula at medical schools in Japan are so extensive that the time allocated for English is very limited.
This means the classes often do not have the depth or scope to improve learners’ English communication skills
to the level necessary for their future career. To make the most of the limited number of English classes
allocated, the authors have taken a blended-learning approach to the teaching English for medical purposes.
This approach integrates the use of e-learning activities and traditional classroom approaches. The main
objectives of the approach are: firstly, to actively engage students in normal classes through a variety of
strategies including e-learning exercises, face-to-face instruction by teachers and face-to-face communicative
activities with other learners; secondly, to use ICT to set up a collaborative e-learning environment; and
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thirdly, to extend students’ opportunities to study English by providing adequate information, links to
interactive exercises and formative assessment activities for autonomous study. This paper outlines how the
authors designed instructional procedures and integrated blended-learning environment for their English
classes and it also reports on their students’ perceptions of this environment as measured by an instrument

which the authors have created.
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