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Abstract English Language Education Society of Japan (JELES) held its 41st annual meeting on March
29th and 30th in 2011, amidst concerns and confusion after the magnitude 9 earthquake that hit north-eastern
cost of Japan on March 11th, Expected participants and organizers debated whether we should hold the
meeting as originally planned as many conferences and research meetings were canceled not only in the
disaster areas but in and around Tokyo and all across Japan, as traffic and electricity supply were in
unpredictable conditions and concerns for radiation fallouts from damaged TEPCO power reactors in
Fukushima Prefecture spread all over Japan and around the world. After exchanging ideas, we reached the
decision to proceed with the original plan, asking prospective participants to take into consideration various
factors before they make their own decisions. Eventually, almost 50 people got together, with 22 people
participating in the evening reception held on March 29th,
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