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Against the “humanities bias” in the English education in Japan

Arguments for the English programs specialized for nurturing the (elite) students in sciences and
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Abstract English education for students in Japan is notoriously inefficient. This paper analyzes po-
tential sources of it, and argues for the specialization for the “elites” in sciences and engineering. The
point is that the relevant inefficiencies are based on 1) misunderstanding of when and how English is
needed in the globalized societies, 2) failure in recognizing the ineffectiveness in teaching English for
general purposes, and 3) biases for humanities in material preparation and teaching in classes.
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