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Higashi Honganji Temple Hakodate Branch

This temple was originally a small Amida hall built in lzumisawa, a small fishing village some 30 km southwest of
here. In 1709 it was relocated to Hakodate and named Jogenji Temple. In 1858 it became a branch of Honganui
Temple. It was repeatedly destroyed by fires and its name was changed to Higashi Honganii Temple Hakodate
Branch in 1876. It was moved to its present location three years later.

After being destroyed in the devastating fire of 1907, it was rebuilt in its traditional form with reinforced
concrete in 1915 as a safeguard against further fires. It became well known as the first reinforced concrete
Temple built in Japan.

At first, some followers thought that it might be sacrilegious to build a sacred hall using materials which people
had stepped on and made impure, and others wondered if the new construction method was strong encugh to
support the Temple's huge roeof. To collect donations for its construction, those concerned hired some geisha
women to dance on the floor to demonstrate the strength of reinforced concrete.

In December 2007 it was designated as a National Important Cultural Property.

City of Hakodate
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