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My experience in teaching at Waseda University

* English degree program, Faculty of Science and Engineering (2019-
2023)

* School of International Liberal Studies (SILS) & Graduate School of
International Culture and Communication (GSICCS) (2023-now)



My experience in teaching at Waseda University

* English degree program, Faculty of Science and Engineering (2019-
2023)

- Laboratory English A & B, Academic Study Skills A&B
-> Scientific writing and presentation

* SILS & GSICCS (2023-now)

- Psycholinguistics, Research Design, Statistics, Seminars



Today’s talk

1. Improving the quality of scientific writing through peer review
activities using Learning Management System (LMS)

2. Using video content to amplify learning in psycholinguistics



1. Improving the quality of scientific writing
through peer review activities using LMS

Waseda’s English-based undergraduate program in Science and
Engineering

vechacat e eI e Student composition

50% International students
50% Japanese students (Returnee or
International Baccalaureate high
school graduate)

Major in
Mathematical Sciences

Major in
Civil and Environmental
Engineering

Major in
Computer Science and
Communications Engineering

-> Academic English



1. Improving the quality of scientific writing
through peer review activities using LMS

Laboratory English A &B: Students design and conduct a simple
experiment and write a summary of the results

Course objective of writing assignment: To complete a high-quality
scientific paper in English

=>»How to incorporate active learning into the process of writing?

=>» Peer review activity using Learning Management System



Issues in writing classes

Traditional passive learning style: Students gets feedback from the instructor

— offers limited opportunities for interaction and collaboration among
students

— Students miss out on opportunities to engage in meaningful discussions,
share ideas, and learn from their classmates



Issues in writing classes

Traditional passive learning style: Students gets feedback from the instructor

— offers limited opportunities for interaction and collaboration among
students

— Students miss out on opportunities to engage in meaningful discussions,
share ideas, and learn from their classmates

O Active learning style: Students engage with each other’s work in a peer-
review activity

— Students must read their peer’s work critically and provide constructive
feedback



Building a peer review environment in the classroom

\ * Peer review: a process used in
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“Workshop™ function

© ! . |
Student ) Submission phase
Assessment phase
OmCamCanee O P
AR R m N
Ahte  hkk i s Evaluators (other students)

ﬂ a Grade evaluation phase
m Instructor

* Enables mutual
evaluation (peer
review) for the work
submitted by a student



Peer review activity process

1. Divide a paper into 4 sections 2. Lecture for each section

* Introduction

e Methods

* Results Introduction
. . Academic Study Skills B

* Discussion (Nakamura)

3. Submission of a first draft of one section

A\

At this stage, students evaluate each other’s writing




Waseda Moodle “Workshop”

= w Waseda Moodle

English (en) ~

= Academic Study Skills B (2)

Dashboard / My courses /| IEMEIE /| ZHEIT R4 /| 26EHIETFEE / 2020 / Academic Study Skills B (2) / Session 12 (Jan 18)
/ W7 Assignment 1: Discussion review activity (Due on Friday, January 22)

= W7 Assignment 1: Discussion review activity (Due on Friday, January 22)°
Assessment phase

Setup phase
Switch to the setup phaseo

Set the workshop description

Provide instructions for submission

Edit assessment form

Submission phase
Switch to the submission phaseo

X Provide instructions for assessment
Allocate submissions
expected: 12
submitted: 10
to allocate: 0
@ There is at least one author who has not
yet submitted their work

IAssessment phase
Ci

urrent phase .

~< Switch to the next phase

I:rading evaluation phase

witch to the evaluation phaseo

+¢ Calculate submission grades
expected: 12
calculated: 0

~# Calculate assessment grades
expected: 12
calculated: 0

~s Provide a conclusion of the activity

iy

& NAKAMURA, Chie i

3

Close workshopo

First draft
submission

Reviewer and Reviewee pairs are
randomly assigned

Mutual evaluation among students
(Peer Review)




Evaluation process among students through peer review

=  ENNS Waseda Moodle  English (en) ~ & NAKAMURA, Chie i 352 -

Assessment
by
Grade: 80 of 80

pecosement form - * Students enter reviews according to pre-defined
Aspect 1 evaluation perspectives and criteria

(Intro 1. )Does the Introduction have an appropriate in-text citation style (only the author’s last name(s) and year)? If not, tell the author how previous literature should be cited.

Comment for Aspect 1 In the introduction section, the author have cited a previous research in
a correct manner and followed the expected format.
e.g. 1. ...which according to Bush, Whalen, Shin, & Rauch (2006)
2. A study done by Suarez, Gollan, Heaton, Grant & Cherner
(2014) investigated

Aspect 2

(Intro 2.) Does the Introduction avoid the use of “first-person point of view" and instead use third-person pronouns? If you feel like you are reading an essay or someone’s personal story,
make suggestions on how the author should make changes.

Comment for Aspect 2 In general the introduction section is written without using any pronouns




Waseda Moodle “Workshop”
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Dashboard / My courses /| IEMEIE /| ZHEIT R4 /| 26EHIETFEE / 2020 / Academic Study Skills B (2) / Session 12 (Jan 18)
/ W7 Assignment 1: Discussion review activity (Due on Friday, January 22)

= W7 Assignment 1: Discussion review activity (Due on Friday, January 22)°

Assessment phase

Setup phase
Switch to the setup phaseo

Set the workshop description
Provide instructions for submission

Edit assessment form

Submission phase
Switch to the submission phaseo

x Provide instructions for assessment

Allocate submissions

expected: 12

bcate: 0

@ There is at least one author who has not
yet submitted their work

IAssessment phase I:rading evaluation phase
C

witch to the evaluation phase
urrent phase . p O

=< Switch to the next phase ~# Calculate submission grades
expected: 12
calculated: 0

~7 Calculate assessment grades
expected: 12

calculated: 0

~ Provide a conclusion of the activity

& NAKAMURA, Chie i

First draft
submission

Reviewer and Reviewee pairs are
randomly assigned

Mutual evaluation among students
(Peer Review)

iy
A
4

0

Closed
Close workshopo

Students prepare a second
draft by reflecting
suggestions and remarks
they receive from reviewers
—>Teacher evaluates the
second draft




Enhancing scientific writing skills through peer-review

* In reviewing other students’ writings,
—Students develop skills in critical thinking and communication

—>They are also exposed to different perspectives and ideas, which can
broaden their understanding

— These lead to improvement of students' own writing, which is a highly
effective learning experience compared to writing alone



Enhancing scientific writing skills through peer-review

* The peer review process assists in improving the quality of student
work before it reaches the faculty for feedback

The process of peer review between students helps to identify and
correct minor spelling errors and logical inconsistencies in their work

— As a result, instructor can provide feedback and comments at a more
advanced or sophisticated level, focusing on higher-order aspects of the
writing such as content, argumentation, and structure, rather than basic

errors



Benefits of peer review using LMS

* The LMS can keep track of different versions of a document as it is
revised, allowing for better organization and understanding of the
development of the student’s writing

—>More useful learning format than paper-based media



Possible future directions

* Create a data bank by collecting examples of papers written by
students taking the course each year

* Analyze vocabulary, grammar, and phrases commonly used by
students and apply them to scientific paper writing instruction



2. Using video content to amplify learning

School of International Liberal Studies (SILS) and Graduate School of
International Culture and Communication Studies (GSICCS)

* English-taught degree program
30% - International students from 50 nations worldwide
Japanese students are required to study abroad for 1 year



2. Using video content to amplify learning

School of International Liberal Studies (SILS) and Graduate School of
International Culture and Communication Studies (GSICCS)

* English-taught degree program
30% - International students from 50 nations worldwide
Japanese students are required to study abroad for 1 year

Introduction to Psycholinguistics — Over 100 students
-> How do | keep them engaged during a 100 minutes class?



Video as a learning tool

* Videos help us illustrate examples to help develop students’
understanding

* High quality YouTube videos are effective educational tools:

- They are created by experts, through a careful planning, skilled production,
and engaging content which require time & cost

- Why not leverage these resources to expose students to diverse viewpoints
and cutting-edge research that are not covered in traditional course
materials?



Example

* Steven Pinker: Linguistics as a Window to Understand the Brain
@39:17 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-B ONJIECE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-B_ONJIEcE




Teachers are positive about video

* A survey found that teachers are positive about the use of video in
the classroom because;

* |t stimulates classroom discussion
* |t reinforces lecture and reading
* |t provides a common base of knowledge among students

Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Parvian et al. (2023)
Fernando (2023)



Students’ perspective

* Research shows that students who are exposed to regular integration of
media instruction

- Outperform non-exposed peers on tests

- Score higher on writing assignments

- Are more active in class discussions

- Apply more varied and creative approaches to problem solving
- Use more figurative language

Teachers college Columbia (1992)
Parvian et al. (2023)
Fernando (2023)



How and when to use video

* VVideos can be used in a variety of ways to enhance any lesson plan or
subject

* In teaching students with diverse English backgrounds, | use videos in
my psycholinguistics course to;

- Connect the video to content of the topic
- Show short clips to introduce or reinforce discussion
- Give students active assignments to encourage attention and post discussion



High Amplitude
Sucking Procedure

Infants increase or decrease
“sucking behavior” in response
to speech sounds

It tells whether the infant
consider the stimuli as new
sound or familiar sound, and
this helps examining how
experimental stimuli are
processed in baby’s brain.

LSCPAR
5% MARYLAND









Thank you!



Video URLs

Steven Pinker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-B ONJIEcE

Baby’s experiment in hearing different phonemes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvM5bqUsbu8&t=4s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-B_ONJIEcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvM5bqUsbu8&t=4s

