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Speaking as parts of a whole



Ba based thinking



The micro level
An utterance by Ichiro



An utterance by Ichiro

(1) Iroirona kiroku wo da sase te morat te ki mashi
Various record O make CAU CONT given CONT become ADD HON

ta ga..
PAST but
‘I have become to be caused to receive (an honor of) various records, but...’

#(2) Iroirona kiroku wo dasi te ki mashi ta ga..
Various record O make CONT become ADD HON PAST but
‘I have made the various records, but...’



Language structure of Japanese

Proposition modality

Ide (2012:123)



The macro level
Expressions to borrow a pen



Japan

Okarisitemoyorosiidesyooka.

Kasiteitadakemasenka.

Kasiteitadakitaindesukeredo

Okaridekimasuka,
Kasiteitadakemasuka
Kasitekudasaimasenka
Kasitemoraemasenka.
Kasitekudasai
Kasitekuremasenka
fidesuka

Kasitehosiindakedo

Japan
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Tukatteii
Kariteii
Kasitekureru
Kasiteyo

Il

Pen
Kariruyo
Kasite

Aru

l3yithout

America

May | borrow

would you mind
if 1 borrowed

would it be all right
if i borrowed

1wender if | could borrow
Do you mind if | borrow
1 was wondering

if | could borrow
Do you think | might borrow

Do you have a pen | can use
Is it all right if | borrow

Can | bother you for a pen
Could you lend me

Would you lend me

Could | borrow

Can | borrow

PD HON

356
98
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260

477 459 474 395 465 478 395 286 357 479 370 475 373'399 503 338 489 256 497 338 8303

Gota penlcan use
Can | steal

Let me borrow
Lend me

Apen

Gimme
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Wakimae

* Speaker’s sense of what is called for

* Speaker’s sense of place



Merging discourse
in the communicative interaction



05 T: soshitara ore te shima tte ochi so0 ni-nat ta
06 S: : ochi soo __ni-nat_ta 4_)

' repetition |
07 T: .00 ni-nat taki_ simultaneous utterance
08 S: okot te ochi te
09 T: kore ga doko de naiteV simultaneous utterance
10 S: [ naite™ ikinari demo kocchi ni

watare ta

(chaining utterance )

29 S: mituke te eto tonda ra ore chat te D

30 T: shippai shi te
31 S: mata modot te tonda ra D (' chaining utterance )

10



The shift of
scientific analysis of reductionism
to

Ba based thinking



The Logic of Ba as Living Being

(Shimizu 1996)



Ba 1s a semantic space

Ba means literally ‘field’,

but it is different from the concept
of ‘field” a la Pierre Bourdieu.



Assumptions of ba based thinking

A new concept of self

= A self consists of two domains



The egg model of two domains of self

B: Basho domain

A: Ego-centered
domain




The Interactions of two selves
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Hanks’s analysis of Ba

* Primary Ba
* Secondary Ba

* Ba Theory



Structure of consciousness
by Izutsu (1991)

A Surface consciousness

M Image

Collective unconsciousness
& Cultural unconsciousness

Pure unconsciousness

18



Ba based thinking and speaking Japanese

Self consists of two domains

A. Self centered domain
B. Basho domain

Japanese speaking consists of two parts

A. Proposition
B. Modality



Propositional content correlates
with the ego-centered domain.

Modality correlates
with the basho domain.



The mechanism of
‘speaking as parts of a whole’



At the micro level: an utterance

Baseball player Ichiro stressed

the basho domain.



At the macro level: wakimae use

Culture patterns function

in the basho domain.



Wakimae, as a cultural pattern,

functions in the basho domain.



At the discourse level:

Merging discourse



No use of honorifics

because of merging of interactants
in basho domain.



The features of merging discourse emerge
as interactants’ spirits are merged

in the basho domain.



Concluding remark



The basho domain may not be
morphologically marked
in some languages,

but all languages have ways
to express sensibilities to context.



Speaking with ba based thinking
IS not unique
to the Japanese language,

but universal.



Thank you !

side@lares.dti.ne.jp
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