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History

Dec. 2009, Waseda

— A Public Forum for Designing the Future in the Age of the Earth:
development of the logic of Ba

Nov. 2010, Tohoku

— Symposium: Toward a Linguistic Theory of Ba: Semantics and
Pragmatics of Ba, a special symposium in in PACLIC 24: The 24th
Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and Computation

Oct. 2011, Waseda
— An International Workshop on Linguistics of BA

Jan. 2013, UC Berkeley
— Berkeley Workshop on Emancipatory Pragmatics

Jul. 2015, FUN
— The 2" International Workshop on Linguistics of BA

Mar. 2016, Waseda
— The 3" International Workshop on Linguistics of BA



1% (Ba) < place, field

W15 : magnetic field
&= f115 : gravitational field
— (D15 : this occasion
NI D15 : formal occasion




‘Ba’ of linguistic interaction

A place/environment/situation (physical and mental) in which interaction takes place,
which is collaboratively created/maintained and exerts influence on interaction behaviors.

inspired by ideas in physics/biology



Action-based interaction view

o O

Speech acts are performed by speakers.
Dialogue interaction consists of the accumulation of the speech act exchanges.



Google tells me ...

« EM . 15(C

— BAELN (bad) — FHIZSIHLLY (adequate
A AL to)

(unsustainable) — BIZF{HEL
— BAEI+3 (spoiled) (inappropriate)
— description of Ba — HIZENZEHIELY (not

. j2x adjusﬁtegz’m;zé
] IR

— i%’&:_b%izé (wakimae) ;’rfver\/\k/helmed)
— Z7E%IT 5 (setup) — J{ITB AL (fit into)
— HmEMFEE D (soften) — assessment relative to Ba

— 5% &Y E(T5 (enliven)

— operation on Ba



Conception of ‘Ba’ of interaction

A place/environment/situation (physical and mental) in which interaction takes place,
which is collaboratively created/maintained and exerts influence on interaction behaviors.

inspired by ideas in physics/biology



* Action

* Speaker intends to affect Hearer’s behavior by making
w3 change in Hearer’s mental state
[— &€

e Hearer, upon receiving Speaker’s utterance, modifies
her mental state and potentially produces behavior
changes.

° lBal

* ‘Ba’ normatively define expected / desirable behaviors
% in the situation.

» Speaker, based on discernment of ‘ba’ (Wakimae),
chooses her behaviors, dynamically constructing,
modifying and maintaining ‘Ba’.



Research Issues

 How is ‘Ba’ characterized?
— elements/structures/properties of 'Ba’

 What influence do agent behaviors have on ‘Ba’?

— linguistic/para-linguistic/non-linguistic behaviors

 What influence does 'Ba’ have on agent
behaviors?
— informational/affective/prescriptive influence



‘Ba’ = Context ?



personal take

context

e discourse reference

— There is an engine at Avon. It is
red.

— A:Thereis an engine at Avon.
— B:??ltisred.

— Either there is no bathroom in
this building, or it is in a funny
place.

* Kaplan character
— | am here now.

e focus on propositions

expressed and information
conveyed

Ba

e POV auxiliaries

— KERDEFIZEEFFE-TK
nit-.

e Kinship terms

— relative to the youngest
member of an extended
family

* invite affective as well as
informational alignment

— empathy/rapport



capturing ‘Ba’

* Collective agency
— consensus obtained through negotiation
— consensus presupposed

* Normativity

— Wakimae — discernment of situationally
appropriate behaviors

* Dynamism
— sub-sentential time scale
— multi-modality



Collective agency

* from Mister O corpus dialogues

* Japanese: presupposed consensus

— Participants seem to presuppose that ideas are shared from the
beginning, even before they are actually worked out.

In contrast to

* English: explicit negotiation for agreement

— Participants assume that ideas belong to each individual and need
to be negotiated before they are accepted and shared with others.



Japanese exchange




Japanese R: teacher

L. student
RiO—A
RAFEMNZEIHoI=EM toka : Could It be the case?
L: [. DA
R: [FATEZEIFEL\DALG kasira : | wonder

R:T. —EB[EFnbeof=&h
R: [T. Z[EIB [F2FEL o=

L: [d&d. ZTIH

L&, HHH

RF5R—. ESVO2TOHRLVESWLWL [DHA LS

L: T, B> T. H5—EIRDIFIZ17<

R:D—A. CTEEIXRDH
LENEL TR IILE= (&M
R: [H. L. SEZ. LoIlbohahls
L ZD>TY H1a kane : Is it the case?

Teacher[R] and student [L] are symmetric in
Signaling tentativeness with modality expressions
Making contributions in proposal fragment expansion



Dynamism in multi-modal multi-party conversation
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Normativity of ‘Ba’

Normatively define appropriate

/ Fe@aviors in the situati

n
Normative condition

/|

Wakimae

V]

j\] Maintenance
A8 &

Utterances

~

4

Construction and maintenance of ‘Ba’

Exchange of utterances dynamically construct, modify and maintain
‘Ba’ (social status, behavior norms, society boundaries ...)



Arabic: ‘Sah’ with negative response

R !“"ul iy lm"'ﬂ"ﬂm"”"!""""”‘”l "’*




Arabic: status asymmetry

1-,;;)...&;_1 L g 5w dea] Py v 4l
it-broken here-and his-hand-with think-I more  he-pressed yes

fra ot &5 gl L g

Correct think-I he-returned-and he-fell-dawn here-and

Yes he pressed more with his hand and here it has broken and here he fell dawn and

returned. I think. correct? .

2-?:;..4 cdadl o= o=\d @S La g S Sl s vA}J oS
Correct his-hand 1 still it-looks here-and it-broken here you-look but

But look here it 1s broken and here 1t looks still in his hands. correct?

Negative response is produced in an indirect form by student when a
response is invited from teacher.



Teacher Initiative

-~

cross he-went stick-the he-found when  he you-wait just
Lstal Lgall PR

Other-the side-the-to it-with

Just wait. When he found the stick he went to cross with it to the other side

2-. o0k e
« Ok

1-9.:5 & 5G| Laall  aay clacy ... Lo & 5G| Lasll
He-cried  broken-has stick-the when you-think-do here broken-has stick-the
The stick has broken here. Do you think that he cried when the stick has broken?

eacher:

Teacher: 2- oSa Loss e
This-like  may-be
_ i

1-.galh o
Ok




Objection from student

1-9<a ] dudi e

Teacher: Like-this  yes it-same
Yes it is the same, like this?

Dt gia Lasw rakas, @S sia e
ct

this then he-falling he-looks this no
No, this he looks he is falling, then this, correct?

: Jswil os @l edn o ol bl

) the-walking this isn't think-I what | wyou—know correct yeah  God-oh

. Sga (gac s e Opans o Lia @] R

correct  stick-a he-searched he-went then Here goes-it  this I-mean

Teacher: Slas 6 Sé PO

Me-with you-think just

t. You know what | think, isn't he walking in this? | mean this goes here then he went,
searched for a stick, correct? Just think with me

2-‘AAM| ®
O Emmm
1-.4l ‘)S_a tOlSlI G\.‘i Lia d

He-that he-though place-the h.e—checked here
Here he checked the place, he thought that he=




English exchange




English: exchange of propositional information

R:He tries to lift the stick up, (it's)... it's heavy and then he finally {laugh} gets it in
his hand.

L:Or, it looks like he tries twice to get [across, because one of the sticks breaks,
so he finds--first he fi[nds one stick... er, wait, he doesn't look very happy in
this... let's try that one.

R:

R: [Oh, right, okay.

[Oh, okay.

* One-way proposal
— One participant constructs proposal as a whole
— The other participant makes an acknowledgment
* Pre-announcement before (counter-)proposal

— Proposal utterance is signaled by specific type of expressions
— Or ...



Let the teacher speak (J)




Let the teacher speak

R:$HH. ZHHBLZFIHE-T

L: 7‘&0’& BT

EHT
L J:L PHTHHM

(cried alone)

: RARTIE LY

; /us 7EL/\JT_E’:

TRAD, ECHITLETH M 2T=D
ML & (nowhere to go, maybe)

R: 3. b, Ff=. P, EoMRAT:

FEPSIEFY oMb i | ,

L: {50
R: jiLL\/=

(he cried because he successfullyjumped
the gap only to find it’ s a deadend)

L W EMDE, EMEST-ATT T

EL.EITI MM
(that’ s what I thought)
R: &




Student didn’t wait for teacher to get it




Student didn’t wait for teacher to get it (T)

=}

R #s- 2 upT uysnasantisTidain afiuan
LasINsSo0d9 Lo
Or this one should be inserted here? It was back
and then cried.
R 87::ua 00 ¥ unfladamelduauzas
Mhm:: But... there's no way out.
R e luswldmla®le’ lady
It's likely that he couldn't find a new stick, right?
L a’a: o s asau 1l uniwnng
| see.:: Yes, because this is the picture of the
island..
R 87 a1 9% eneen
Mhm:: No... So:: take it out.
R 2 wladnfatla
It could cross so it was happy.
Rid::
Uhh::
R ua 2™ uu™ae ¥ uala
What about this one? It smiled happily.

L 8201050 BSNENNATIN
| see.:: Suppose...
LioaZuy 1l usanaule’lunes 1 awaa
N le:
this one is the end? After it could cross,
[~1 =1
Ln% () a7 la
it was (.) happy.
R AT UTNY SR ™M
It thought it would survive.
L 121'
Yes.::
L LLe: WD m’) 0 Glff.".:?ﬂ Lﬂ’]%ﬂ:ﬁta 29 ENlVi :
But when it knew it was stuck on the island, it
cried.::
R ®18::
Aha::
v [~ v Y £ o
L LLa: 3N auulﬂ (1N ]p} ﬂl’)i‘.’é(ﬂ MWW
Then take this one to somewhere else.



Observance of ‘Ba’ expectations

¢ ‘B’

N\

/N

‘Ba’ normatively define expected / desirable behaviors in the
situation.

Student — Teacher status difference creates culture specific
norms and expectations on situationally appropriate choice
of behaviors.

— English: not sensitive

— Libyan Arabic: dominance
— Japanese: deference

— Thai: direct

Speaker, based on discernment of ‘ba’, chooses her
behaviors, which dynamically construct, modify and
maintain ‘Ba’.

By observing ‘Ba’ expectations (Wakimae), participants
acknowledge and maintain social status, behavior norms
and social group memberships.



Student-Teacher (J)
T: puzzled — S: initiative — Joint talk




TRATCRIRTPTRT

Spontaneous alignment (J)

Student-Teacher
final stage: T: puzzled — S: initiative — Joint talk

fihTLE-T

(ZEH2%)

MRIZHEST

(ZEE2%)

EHBwo, EHEIITHoT
ZD.ZO. 2O, M

ELEMNoT
BANEDLERN
ZI3TY &ta—
(ZTEE2%)

EWVWLENBEIANEVATT L. A—AA. ZZESTIELWLATH,

CITlHRAD, SCTAWYIELEWTT K12
Z3TY 1

/U_

H.HLLMLT

(Ah, It could be)

A

(B2

A—& BB ESTHOTRYIZIT> T, RAT. BHLTEAEITE
LLT

EibiTARYNEZN il A

EJAY

{5}

EHL T, RRNI-ATT &t
T.BEATREITE . FE.EN

CATEIFE

[ZLoTAYELY

roPOCX

ACAICARIOCAODIOCORIOCAIODDOD

H. ROENHS

T, Hh—&Tz»

H—. TP RELELN. H. F5TTR. Z5TTh
Z5TEh

Z5TIH,. COEN, CCTENABTET. (FTHEERST
(ZZE28)

T.R2lzb. BNEDh o7z

BAH-T

Co. ZHNITLESEW. 2 TE-THEHLEITT
{ELRATZS

L. BIELT. RAEL. il TLE-T=
FhT,.8,oT

<

%-IHbZTIITEHoT

BLEAHLSITHHST. T

F-HBERYICIT>T. 0D, BoTT

Sh,. T 85— E

T &N EN,. FFRLUDLTEEL, TET
LT.m3LT

EARERSL, FEHTET B
fz&lot=b . FEN. H. F5TTH
ZNTWLNTT i

Z3TTR. (EKMNZESTTh



‘Ba’ modification

° lBal
* ‘Ba’ normatively define expected / desirable behaviors
in the situation.

v e Student is expected to concede initiative to Teacher by
default.

e Speaker, based on discernment of ‘Ba’, chooses her
behaviors, which dynamically construct, modify and
maintain ‘Ba’.

e Student attempts to change ‘Ba’ by taking initiative

@ when faced with difficulty in solving the problem,
which is acknowledged and accepted by Teacher.



capturing ‘Ba’

* Collective agency
* Normativity

* Dynamism



Let’s create/experience/enjoy
IBaI
for a discussion on Linguistics of ‘Ba’
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