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reality check: our methodology

* Three tests, with Tera bytes of language data:
1. Versant English Test (spoken English)
2. Versant Writing Test (written English)
3. Oxford Quick Placement Test

* Freshman students at Waseda University

 Administered Versant four times and OQPT
three times in academic year 2015-2016

— April, July, October*, December



Versant English Test

Spoken English Test , 17 minutes
Automated scoring with ASR

Optimized for English learner speech patterns
including Japanese learners of English

Overall + four subscores
— Sentence Mastery

— Vocabulary

— Fluency

— Pronunciation



Versant English Test

e High frequency vocabulary in conversation
(Most frequent 8,000 words in Switchboard
Corpus)

e Relatively simple structures and expressions

e ltems recorded at natural conversation pace
by amateur native English speakers

e Focus on the ability to “listen, then speak” in
real-time (=facility in spoken English)

e Psycholinguistic approach



Test Construct

Facility in spoken English

The ability to understand spoken English on everyday topics and to
respond appropriately and intelligibly in English at a native-like
conversational pace.

Llstend—‘/\
hear utterance

extract words articulate response
get phrase structure build clause structure /\
decode propositions select lexical items

\/ contextualize construct phrases

infer demand (if any) Zzlgigzrggi?;i,;onse

—p-Speak —

Adapted from Levelt, 1989



Part A

PartB

Part C

PartD

Part E

Part F

Versant English Test

Task

Reading (&)

Sentence Repeat ({§18)

Short Answer Questions (E )
Sentence Builds (XDEEE)

Story Retelling (EEDEH)

Open Questions (B HEIEERM)*

*Open Questions are not automatically scored
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Versant English Test

* Test Reliability = 0.97 (split-half, test-retest)
 Machine-Human correlation = 0.97
* Concurrent validity evidence

___ Test | N Corelation _

TOEFL iBT Speaking 130 0.75
IELTS Speaking 130 0.76
TOEIC Listening 171 0.71



VET - CEFR X3

20-25 >Al
26-35 Al
36-46 A2
47-57 Bl
58-68 B2
69-78 C1
79-80 C2

From Pearson (2003). Versant English Test Can-Do Guide.



Relationship between Item Type and
Score




Automated Scoring System
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Phone & Word Alignment
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Simplified Response Network

Bill arrived at noon for his 11:30 appointment. How late was he?

FIL

SIL

» |ate

Bill

\ 4

wa

\ 4

SIL

A 4




Versant Writing Test

* Written English Test , “40 minutes

 Automated scoring with Latent Semantic
Analysis
e QOverall + four subscores
— Grammar
— Vocabulary
— Organization
— Voice & Tone
— Reading Comprehension



Versant Writing Test

(())) VERSANT
VERSANT WRITING TEST

k The Versant Whting Tesf has 5 parts and can be taken on a computer in Test Identification Number (TIN)
Ta S approximately 25 minutes. To sfart the tes, enter your Test identificabion

Number in the box on youwr computer screen. Then, complefe the audio volume 1234 5678

check and microphane check. When the tes! starts, respond (o the test

questions Expires; January 1, 2012

Go to www.versantiest comtechnology/platforms/odt to download the

Pa rt A Typi ng Computer Deliverad Testing software

PART TASK TEST DETALS

A Typing This sachon will measurs your typing speed. You wl have 60 secands o fype as much &5 you can
Type quickly and accuratedy. Keep typing undV your time is up. Your work will be saved awtamancally.

PartB  Sentence Completion

B 'wmo Piease lype one word that best fits the meaning of the sealence. Type only one wovd. You will have 25
iCompMon seconds for each senfence. Cick "Next” when you are finished,

C  Dictation Plaase type each sentance axactly as you hear . You will haya®5 seconds for each sentence Pay

atfantion fo speling and punciuation. Click Naxt” when yn'u Amsned After 25 seconds. your work
PartC  Dictation w50 a3 smatealy 7
D | Passage | You wil have 30 seconds 10 read 8 paragrii/ paragraph wil dhsappear from
'Rocomtru:ﬂon the screen. Then, you wil have 90 se m ; aph. Show hal you indersiood
Ihe passage by rownting X in yous 0"k Pl be scaned for clear and accwale
cantent, not word-for-word mamonratl o your work wil ba saved aufornaticaly

PartD Passage Reconstruction 1 |

E |EMailWriting Read a dascriptiog sm%ﬁ wiie an emal addressing the issves descnbed v the situabion
Ym will hiave 9 mi Write at laast 100 words, You will be abie 1o see how much time is

andhomema xm va wiitten. White i compiets sentences. if you do nol finish i 8
i e»er)".'lm wrtien will be saved autarmatically and he next fem wil begin

PartE  E-Mail Writing S —




Versant Writing Test

* Test Reliability = 0.98 (split-half)
* Machine-Human correlation = 0.98
* Concurrent validity evidence

___ Test | N Corelation _

TOEIC 35 0.72



Oxford Quick Placement Test

Paper and pencil version (CD-ROM version
includes listening)

Focuses on Vocab, Grammar, Usage

30 minutes, 60 multiple choice items (max 60
points)

Recommended to be combined with speaking
and writing test

Concordance with CEFR levels



The relation of the VET, VWT, and OQPT to the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

VET

79-80

69-78

58-68

47-57

36-46
26-35
20-25

VWT

77-80

67-76

54-66

44-53

30-43
20-29

OQPT
55-60
48-54
40-47
30-39

18-29
10-17
0-9

CEFR
level

C2

Cl

B2

Bl

A2
Al
<Al

CEFR level description

Mastery (Upper advanced)

Effective proficiency (Lower
advanced)

Vantage (Upper intermediate)
Threshold (Lower intermediate)

Waystage (Elementary)
Breakthrough

(Beginner)



Versant Descriptive Statistics (Overall)

N = 53; Only freshman students who had both VET and VWT scores all four times

Versant English Test (VET)

Ve | aprl |y | Sept | December

Mean 38.89 41.47 40.57 42.42

SD 6.77 6.45 6.18 5.54
Min 27 29 25 31
Max 55 62 56 60

Versant Writing Test (VWT)

“vwr | Apri | iy | Sept | December

Mean 41.45 44.08 44.51 47.75
SD 7.32 8.17 8.00 7.94
Min 20 20 22 22

Max 62 66 64 67



Mean Scores of VET, VWT Overall Scores

80

70

60

50 =o=\/ET
i

40 /MOP

30

20

April July Sept December

For both VET and VWT, the differences in mean scores
between April and December are statistically significant
(p<0.01)



Versant Descriptive Statistics (Subscores)

N =53
Only freshman students who had both VET and VWT scores all four times

Sent. Mastery 39.26 44.17 42.02 44.57
Vocabulary 37.34 40.68 41.00 43.68
Fluency 38.96 40.42 39.91 41.36
Pronunciation 39.23 39.79 38.66 39.62
VW Subscore | Apri | wly | Sept | December
Grammar 42.91 44.85 45.17 47.06
Vocabulary 40.47 42.77 42.08 45.30
Organization 40.45 43.91 45.98 50.13
Voice & Tone 40.75 44.04 44.89 50.25

Reading Comp. 42.19 45.42 46.45 50.42



Mapping VET scores to CEFR levels

N=53

December

Al 19 (35.8%) 9(17.0%) 10 (18.9%) 6 (11.3%)
A2 27 (50.9%) 36 (67.9%) 36 (67.9%) |35 (66.0%)
B1 7(13.2%) 6(11.3%) 7(13.2%) | 11 (20.8%)
B2 0 2 (3.8%) 0 1(1.9%)
C1 0 0 0 0
C2 0 0 0 0

April-September: More than 80% is A1 and A2
December: Changed to A2 and B1



Mapping VWT scores to CEFR levels

mm

3(5.7%) 1(1.9%) 2(3.8%) 2 (3.8%)
A2 32 (60.4%) 22 (41.5%) 21 (39.6%) | 10 (18.9%)
B1 16 (30.2%) 25 (47.2%) 23 (43.4%) |30 (56.6%)

B2 2(3.8%) 5(9.4%) 7(13.2%) 10 (18.9%)
C1 0 0 0 1(1.9%)
C2 0 0 0 0

April-Sept: More than 80% is A2 and B1
December: B1 is more than 55%; A1 and B1 are
the same number



Oxford Quick Placement Test
Descriptive Statistics

The same 53 freshman students.
April: One student did not take OXPT
December: 3 students did not take OQPT

December
(N=50)
Mean 37.08 38.06 38.24
SD 6.57 5.98 6.44
Min 20 25 21

Max 50 48 50



Mapping OQPT scores to CEFR levels

m July December
(N=53) (N=50)
Al 0 0 0
A2 7(13.5%) 4(7.5%) 3 (6.0%)
Bl 25 (48.1%) 25(47.2%) 27 (54.0%)
B2 19 (36.5%) 21 (39.6%) 16 (32.0%

c1 1(1.9%) 3(5.7%)  4(8.0)
c2 0 0 0

April-December: B1 and B2 have more
than 80% of the students



VET-VWT (April)
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VET-OQPT (April)

60
50 &
o 8% 82, r=0.25
T & @
5 i ® é W
C 30 2 S '
g ® o ® ¢
© 2 &
10
0 : : : : : .
20 30 40 50 60 70 80
VET Overall
VET-OQPT (December)
60
50 * @
&
© &8 ¢ r=0.49
3 & N
. adi ¥ 2
o] o
© % - L
10
0 . . . . . .
20 30 40 50 60 70 80

VET Overall




VWT-OQPT (April)
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Summary

* VET: scores improved between April and December.
About 85% of the students were at A1 and A2 in April.
In December, about 85% were at A2 and B1.

 VWT: scores improved between April and December.
More than 80% of the students were at A2 and Bl in
April. More students scored at Bl level in December.

 OQPT: scores did not change. 80% of the students
were Bl and B2.



Summary

Clear pattern exists for scores among the
three tests: OQPT > VWT > VET

Speaking is the weakest skill

English classes focused on using English and
its effect was more obvious in VET and VWT
scores

From knowledge to usage



